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W elcome to another issue, 
which I think contains 
plenty of interest for 
everyone. Maybe you'll be 
reading it while on holiday. 
At this time of year, many of us will either 
have just come home, in which case, I hope 
you enjoyed yourself, or are looking forward 
to some time away. If it's in this country, 
maybe you can take in one of the many rallies 
being held at this time, as detailed in our 
diary pages - and don't forget to send us a 
couple of pictures of anything interesting you 
see. 

You'll see I have let the rally reports'grow' 
a little this month. To be honest, there were 
so many good pictures from our contributors 
of great-looking vehicles, I had a problem 
deciding which to leave out, so I didn't! 

Talking of which, we have a letter from Tom 
Caren, show manager at Gaydon, in which 
he voices the thoughts of many of us, with 
regard to lorries left on trailers at shows. 
Obviously, non-runners in need of restoration 
are a different case, but it's a shame when a 
lovingly-restored vehicle can't be enjoyed by 
everybody, because it's still strapped onto a 
trailer behind a more modern tractor unit. 

I have been told that some exhibitors find 
all the effort of unloading and later re-loading 
vehicles a bit too much for a one-day show, 
and I can see the point, but having made the 
effort to attend, it seems a pity not to show 
off your pride and joy to its best advantage. 
Easy to say when it's not you that has to do 
the extra work, but do other people agree? 

The other point Tom makes is with regard 
to the future of all these wonderful preserved 
lorries. The bus preservation movement 
seems to have managed to set up a number 
of museums around the country, where 
their vehicles can be displayed, when their 
restoration is complete and in between 
rallies. This should also provide a basis for 
their continued survival in the future. 






Lorry preservation seems to be far more 
fragmented and, apart from the museum in 
Leyland and a couple of notable attempts 
by individuals, owners don't seem to have 
got together to set up such facilities, where 
restoration and maintenance can be carried 
out, vehicles kept in safety, now and for the 
future, and displayed for the interest of visitors 
- who knows, it might bring new recruits to 
lorry preservation, more people to keep the 
work going. 

Tom mentions spending his'Euro Millions' 
winnings on a commercial vehicle museum - 
maybe we should club together and buy him 
a few extra tickets! But seriously, wouldn't it be 
wonderful if some of the transport companies 
who see preservation of their/our heritage 
(after all, where would the country be without 
lorries?) not only as a way of promoting their 
business, but also the transport industry 
in general, could get together and turn a 
redundant depot somewhere into a lorry 
museum. Imagine what it would be like as they 
all set off for a rally somewhere else. You could 


In this issue, I’ve included a number of pictures 
which we couldn’t fit into the Latest Road 
Haulage Archive issue, showing heavy haulage 
vehicles working abroad, in the days when 
Britain exported its products and expertise. At 
the top of the page is another picture which we 
had to miss out. It features a vehicle of Simon- 
Carves, a Manchester company still in the 
engineering industry with projects worldwide. 
The BBRV refers to a system invented by Swiss 
engineers for the pre-stressing of concrete, 
notably in bridge-building.The drums on the 
King low-loader trailer are wound with the 
special steel wires for this process. The driver 
is tensioning the chains holding these in place, 
before setting off in his smart new Ergo-cabbed 
AEC Mandator, YMA 546F (Cheshire, 1967-8). I’m 
assuming this is a Mandator, not the Lighter 
Mercury, for a Load Like this. Unfortunately, 
there is no helpful badge on the grille - 
anybody know how to tell the difference at a 
glance? 


sell tickets to stand at the side of the road. 

All right, I'm dreaming, but somebody with 
the money and the'clout'could maybe make 
it happen. If we still had a commercial vehicle 
manufacturing industry, they could sponsor it. 
Maybe we could get the current lorry-makers 
to pay as a sort of tax. Oh dear, I'm getting too 
political. But has anybody got some sensible 
ideas about how this could be done...? 

Commercial time: the latest in the Road 
Haulage Archive series covering Heavy 
Haulage, always a popular subject, is now 
available. There are some great pictures in 
there which I haven't seen before, so I hope you 
enjoy it. The next subject to be covered is'The 
Rare Ones' - more great pictures of vehicles 
most of us have probably never seen... 





This month’s Scenes Past features pictures 
taken in Dublin in 1951 which naturally 
include a number of Lorries carrying ‘The 
Black Stuff’ (makes you feel thirsty, doesn’t 
it?) and those of Coras Iompair Eireann, or 
CIE, Ireland’s equivalent of British Railways, 
BRS and National Bus company rolled into 
one - and no, in the long run, it doesn’t seem 
to have worked there either. There’s some 
great views of the ‘fair city’, where the Lorries 
were interesting, if not pretty. In a couple of 
months, the buses, cars and everything else 
will get an airing. 
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GLASGOW'S SCOOSHERS 


Ron Henderson tells us about an innovative design of fire appliance to suit a particular need in the city. 



Above: The prototype Glasgow Scoosher under construction at the J C Bennett factory. On the three original Mark 1 Scooshers, the pivot point for the 
booms was situated just behind the cab, with rotation restricted to 310 degrees. (C Doherty) 


T he City of Glasgow was the 
only Scottish city to retain 
its independent fire brigade, 
after Britain's fire service was 
returned to local authority 
control, following the abolition of the 
National Fire Service in 1948. Remaining in 
existence until 1975, Glasgow Fire Service 
was one of the country's most innovative 
fire service, responsible for many new ideas, 
one of which was the 'Scoosher' A type 
of appliance unique to Glasgow, its name 
derived from a local term for a water pistol, 
used to'scoosh'water on some unsuspecting 
victim. 

The notion of the Scoosher arose principally 
as a result of the construction of the Anderston 
Centre, a pedestrianised commercial and 
housing complex in the Anderston district of 
the city. The limited vehicular access featured 
a maximum vehicular weight limit of Vh tons, 
prompting the city fire service to design an 



Above: The third of the Mark 1 Scooshers was not assigned to Anderston until 1974, when a new 
fire station was completed.The 45ft extension Ladder mounted on the boom of the Mark Is had to 
be removed first before being put to use. 
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I Above: The prototype Scooshers were based on small Dennis D chassis with booms capable of reaching a height of 31ft. Another novel feature was the 
clear glass beacons with alternate red and blue Lenses. (I Moore) 


appliance especially to meet the needs of 
attending fires at the complex. 

The Scoosher was based around a standard 
pumping appliance, but with the addition 
of a set of rotating hydraulic booms with a 
water monitor at the head, which was capable 
of being remotely directed into upper floor 
windows by controls situated at the rear of the 
machine in the pump compartment An initial 
order was placed with Dennis Bros, for three 
Dennis D chassis, powered by 4.2 litre Jaguar 
engines, equipped with 200 gallon water 
tanks and Dennis 900 gallons per minute rear 
mounted pumps. 

The bodies were constructed of glass-fibre, 
fitted on a light alloy frame by local firm, J C 
Bennett of Springburn. Simon Engineering of 
Dudley fitted the hydraulic boom equipment, 
which was mounted on a rotating turret, 
fitted on the roof in the centre line of the rear 
body. At the head of the boom was a monitor, 
an infra-red fire detector and a piercing 
implement for breaking windows. A 45ft light 
alloy extension ladder was carried on the upper 
boom. 

Delivered in 1969, the three appliances were 
allocated to fire stations in areas surrounding 
the Anderston Centre, until a new fire station 
was constructed in the Anderston complex, 
whereupon one of the appliances was 
allocated to the new fire station. 

In light of the operational experiences of 
the prototype Scooshers, it was determined 


that this type of appliance could be adapted 
for general fire-fighting in other parts of the 
city and so was born the Mark 2 Scoosher. 

This appliance was based on a larger Dennis 
F46a chassis, powered by a Rolls Royce B81 
eight cylinder petrol engine and fitted with 
similar J C Bennett bodywork, but featured a 
larger water tank capacity of 300 gallons. The 
improved hydraulic booms were much more 
substantial and were mounted at the rear of 
the appliance, with full 360 degrees rotation, as 


opposed to the 310 degrees of the Mark 1 unit. 
In addition, the 45ft extension ladder was now 
mounted on the side of the main boom and 
could be extended hydraulically, without the 
need to remove the ladder from the appliance. 

A total of five Mark 2 Scooshers were 
delivered in 1970 and distributed around the 
city, where they operated as conventional 
pumping appliances, but with the additional 
versatility of the Scoosher equipment. One 
disadvantage of these new appliances was that 



Above: The two batches of Dennis Scooshers Lined up for a publicity photograph, following the 
exhibition of one of them at the 1972 Interschutz exhibition at Frankfurt am Main, Germany. The 
different boom arrangements of the two types can be clearly seen. 
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999 Scene 


Above: The final six Scooshers were based on Dodge K850 chassis with Carmichael bodywork. The second of the batch was initially based at Pollock and 
is shown after incorporation into the Strathclyde fleet. 



the hydraulic monitor, controlled by the driver/ 
pump operator, reduced the crew manning 
by one fireman, as the remotely controlled 
monitor took the place of one fireman 
manning a hose line. 

However, Glasgow Fire Service did look after 
their staff and, in view of the pump operator 
having to spend long periods of time at the 
rear of the appliance, controlling the pump and 


Right: The second batch of Scooshers were 
based on Larger Dennis F46a chassis.The Last 
of the batch was based at the city’s central 
fire station in Ingram Street and was pictured 
turning out on hot day in July 1974. 


Above: One of the few Scooshers to gain a second career. This one was bought by Vehicle Finders 
Ltd of Marsden near Huddersfield, for use in the TV and film industry, then spent some time on a 
garage forecourt at Hunslet, Leeds as an advertising platform. 


the hydraulic monitor, an electrically heated 
jacket, drawing power from a lead and socket 
at the rear of the appliance provided welcome 
warmth during the cold northern winters. 

In 1973, a third and final batch of six 
Scooshers were ordered. A total departure 
from the previous models, these ones were 
mounted on Dodge K850 chassis with Perkins 
V8.540 diesel engines and coachwork by 
Carmichael & Sons of Worcester. In total, 14 
Scooshers were built, the type remaining 
unique to Glasgow, but their service life in 
the city was relatively short. In April 1975, the 
Glasgow Fire Service was incorporated into the 
newly-formed Strathclyde Fire Brigade and, 
as new appliances were delivered, the now 
non-standard Scooshers were relegated to 
the reserve and training fleets and distributed 
throughout the region as required. 

Two of the Mark 2 Dennis-based Scooshers 
currently survive, one fully restored and the 
other undergoing restoration. 
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Herpa 052900 Euro Pallet (Pack of 50) 1:87 Scale £8.39 

Herpa 052696 TOPas Warning Light Bar 140 Orange/White (Pack of 8) 1:87 Scale £6.29 
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WS113-1020 Classic Brick Trailer Plain Red 1:50 Scale £53.99 
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WS113-1013 DAF1600 Torpedo Tractor Unit Classic Red/White 1:50 Scale £32.99 

WS113-1029 DAF 3300 6x4 Tractor Unit Demo 1:50 Scale £47.99 

WS110-1160 Exhaust Stack Left 1:50 Scale £5.99 

WS110-1248 Trux Chrome Light Bar - 4 Round Lamps 1:50 Scale £2.99 

Corgi Diecast Models 

Corgi CC13775 Scania R High line Fuel Tanker Eddie Stobart 1:50 Scale £57.99 
Corgi CC15809 Mercedes-Benz Actros (MP4) In Transit 1:50 Scale £34.99 
Corgi CC19910 Tri Axle Curtainside Trailer with Bars - Plain White 1:50 Scale £17.99 
Corgi CC19911 Tri Axle Flatbed Trailer - Plain White 1:50 Scale £19.99 
Corgi CC08001 Aston Martin DB10 James Bond Spectre 1:36 Scale £16.99 
Corgi CC00604 Thunderbirds FAB 1 Car 148mm £16.99 

Can’t find what you’re looking for? 
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This is NOT a Guy Arab 
Mk4.Nor is ita‘Mk 
3 Special’or a‘Mk 4 
Special’ - two titles 
dreamed up by an 
ill-informed author 
for three batches of 
IDENTICAL chassis 
and unfortunately 
perpetuated by the PSV 
Circle. It is a GuyArab- 
BCT or‘Birmingham’. It 
was designed to meet 
the requirements 
of the Birmingham 
Corporation engineers 
in 1949.The first 100 
had 26 ft Long bodies, 
while the remainder 


were built to the new 
Legal Length of 27 ft. The 
Arab Mk 4 appeared two 
years Later, using most 
of the components 
including the Guy- 
designed ‘New Look’ 
front, although had a 
different chassis frame, 
gearbox and other 
components. 










Robin Hannay, who worked for the company at the time, sets about correcting some mis-truths about Guy's Arab Mk 4 
and Wulfrunian, and its role in Guy ceasing to be an independent company. 


Myth 1 - Arab Mk4s 

There are unfortunately many enthusiasts 
who, when looking back at history, make 
assumptions without fully researching the 
facts. One instance of this is the myth is that 
Birmingham CityTransport operated Guy 
Arab Mk IVs, ignoring the fact that the first 
entered service in 1950 - a year before the 
first Arab Mk IVs (for Lancashire United) were 
built. The vehicles were a special chassis built 
to meet Birmingham's requirements and 
were known as Arab-BCTs in the factory or 
'Birminghams'. I worked at Guy Motors from 
September 1950 to the end of August 1959. I 
left on the day that the Wulfrunian emerged 
from the Experimental Department for the 
first time. 

An ill-informed author dreamed up 
imaginary titles of'Mk 3 Specials'for first 100 
Guys built for Birmingham in 1950, even 
though there were no Mk 3 components 
used and 'Mk 4 Specials'for the remainder, 
even though the chassis specifications 



Above: South Africa was a good market for Guy vehicles. Cape Oils of Cape Town operated these 
tractor units, pulling petroleum tanker semi-trailers. On the Left is a Perkins P6-powered Otter 
Diesel Mk 2, alongside an Invincible Mk 1 with Meadows 6DC630 engine. Both Lorries are unusual 
in having standard cabs. They were new in 1956. 
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Right: Three more tractor units, again pulling 
tanker petroleum semi trailers, but operating 
in Transvaal Province.These are three-axle 
Invincible Mk 2s, with locally-built cabs, new 
in 1959. Like most Lorry chassis, they Left the 
factory with only cab under-structures, to 
reduce shipping costs. 


Below: The Arab UF was a popular chassis. 
This is a Gardner 6HLW-powered 19 ft 6 in 
wheelbase bus, having an overall length of 
35 ft, which was new in 1955. 




were IDENTICAL.The mistake was speedily 
pointed out to the author after the book was 
published, but nothing has been done to 
correct the mistake. Regrettably, it has been 
perpetuated it in the PSV Circle Fleet History 
of Birmingham, which wrongly attributes the 
Guy-designed 'New Look'front to another 
manufacturer and accuses Guy of copying 
it! This is the danger of printing something 
without the full knowledge of the facts as 
other people believe it. 

It is a pity that the PSV Circle repeated 
this inaccuracy in its publication on Guy 
chassis numbers in spite of being aware of 
the true facts. The authors also did not think 
of mentioning that the last six buses of the 
main contracts (2995-3000) had constant 
mesh gearboxes, when the other 295 had 
pre-selectors. 

It has also been brought to my notice that 
the author who dreamed up the titles Arab 
Mk 3 Specials and Arab Mk 4 Specials for the 
Birmingham chassis also stated that buses 
2995 to 3000 had David Brown gearboxes. 
This rather proves his lack of knowledge of 
this subject, as Guy NEVER fitted a David 
Brown gearbox in any Arab chassis.They were 
all of their own manufacture. 

It was in 1956, when I produced the new 
single and double-deck brochures, that the 
mark number was shown for the first time on 
any Guy catalogues. 


Myth 2 - the Downfall 
of Guy Motors 

Another myth is that the downfall of Guy 
Motors Ltd in 1961 was caused by the 
warranty costs of the Wulfrunian. Nothing is 
further from the truth. The first Wulfrunian 
entered service in December 1959, and when 
the Receiver was appointed by Lloyds Bank in 
September 1961, only 38 had been registered 
and two of these were demonstrators. 

The prototype had been in service for 
21 months, the two show exhibits for nine 
months and two production examples 


(Wolverhampton and West Wales) for months. 
All the others were West Riding buses; seven 
were ten months old, five were eight months 
old, five more four months old, while nine had 
been in service for three months and four for 
just two months. 

While there had been warranty work carried 
out, at that stage there were unlikely to have 
been any expensive failures. It was only 
when the buses were over two years old that 
structural defects occurred, the main failures 
being cracks appearing in the king pin posts, 
which were part of the independent front 
suspension. By this time, when the costs were 
rising, it was Jaguar's problem. 

The cause of the financial collapse was 
started by Sydney Guy himself in 1954, 
when he decided to replace two excellent 
distributors by a direct sales company, Guy 
Motors Africa (Pty) Ltd. South Africa was a 
good market for both lorry and bus chassis, 
but bus sales became affected by Apartheid 
racial problems. Many bus operators were 
Indians who served the black townships. 
These suffered because of increasing numbers 
of their passengers losing their jobs. They had 
difficulty in paying for replacement parts and 



Above: A 22 ft wheelbase version of the Arab Mk4was produced for the South African market in 1953. 
This was a typical example, powered by a Gardner 6LW engine. An oilbath air cleaner was fitted in the 
top of the nearside mudguard and disguised by the painting. The overall Length was 35 ft. 
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Right: Photographed before delivery in 
1957 is this 19 ft 6 in wheelbase Arab Mk4 
with an overall Length of 32 ft. Many of the 
buses were sold to Indian operators serving 
coloured townships, who ran into financial 
difficulties thanks to Apartheid, resulting in 
the supplier becoming responsible for Hire 
Purchase commitments. 

also meeting Hire Purchase commitments. 

Under South African legislation, these then 
became the responsibility of the supplier -Guy 
Motors (Pty) Ltd. In addition to the cost of 
setting up the business, with two depots and 
a third to be built in Johannesburg, losses 
were made. In 1957, two directors went 
out to South Africa to try and sort out the 
problems. They took some action to reduce 
costs, but recommended to the board that the 
subsidiary be closed.This was rejected and, 
although another director was sent out to take 
control, the losses continued. 

At home, Guy started to develop its own 
mechanical components for the heavy goods 
range in 1955, to replace the AEC units used, 
and at the same time the Warrior 8-tonner was 
developed. Then came the Warrior LUF, Victory 
MUF, Formidable, and the Victory UF, with air 
suspension and disc brakes - another first for 
Guys. There were also a three-axle motor and 
trolley bus models built for Johannesburg 
Municipal Transport. 

These all involved considerable development 
costs, including jigs and machine tools for 
manufacturing new components. Coupled 
with this, from the mid-1950s, material and 
labour costs began to rise and home market 
trading conditions were quiet, because of the 
threat of re-nationalisation of the haulage 
industry, following a change of Government. 
As a result, profit margins on the sale of new 


chassis were small and, by 1959, they were 
being sold at a loss, as the price did not give a 
full return on the overheads. 

In 1959, the Board decided to discontinue 
light'chassis and concentrate on heavy 
duty passenger chassis and maximum 
weight goods vehicles.The Arab UF and LUF 
models were replaced for export markets 
by the option of the Gardner 6HLW engine 
in the Victory MUF.The Warrior LUF was 
discontinued, as were the Wolf, Wolf Diesel, 
Vixen and Vixen Diesel, plus the Seal when 
stocks were used up.The Otter Diesel should 
have been deleted, but profitable export 
orders meant that it continued until December 
1967. 

The Company had built up financial reserves 


over the years but, from the mid-1950s, these 
were slowly eroded each year, to make good 
the losses. In the last results, published for the 
financial year ending in July 1960, the Group 
trading loss amounted to £467,281. When the 
company's bank, Lloyds, saw the provisional 
results for the 1961 trading year, losses 
were still being made, so in September they 
appointed a receiver, who transferred all the 
assets to a new company, Guy Motors (Europe) 
Ltd, and invited offers for this new company. 

The bank's receiver sold the company to 
the highest bidder, which was Jaguar Cars, 
in October for the bargain price of £800,000. 
There were no debts! It was estimated that the 
land, buildings, machinery, stock of parts, work 
in progress, plus stock vehicles was worth over 
£2,000,000. Jaguar more than regained the 
purchase price (possibly double that) and still 
had plenty of money to meet the Wulfrunian 
failures. 

The Wulfrunian Mk 1 and 2 

This new design was instigated by the Chief 
Engineer of the West Riding Automobile 
Company Ltd, which had its headquarters 
in Wakefield. This was one of the two largest 
independent bus companies in the UK - the 
other was Lancashire United Transport-both 
having over 400 buses and coaches. West 
Riding and LUT both bought two of the first six 
of the original Guy-Gardner Arab chassis in the 
early 1930s (the other pair went to Blackpool 
Corporation) and neither bought any more, 
until allocated Utility Arabs during the war. 

While LUT bought the majority of its chassis 
from Guy for the next 25 years, West Riding 
also bought AEC and Leyland chassis. While 
the company had some highbridge buses, 
including AEC RTs and some Leyland PD2s 
from a frustrated export order, the majority 



Above: This is a mock-up of the front end of the Wulfrunian. This was built to ascertain the position 
of the engine and driver’s compartment, in order to meet the platform dimensions required by 
Construction and Use Regulations. 


12 September 16 


www.roadscene.com 






















Above: The finalised design on the prototype 
chassis. A temporary radiator has been fitted 
in front of the engine and the reservoir for 
the brake fluid is on the front cross-member. 

Left: The mock-up of the entrance with open 
doors and a panel removed from the bonnet 
to show access to the engine. 

the engine at the front with the entrance 
alongside the driver. He would like the driver's 
job to be lightened, reduced maintenance 
time and, for the passengers, a smoother ride 
than achieved with leaf springs and better 
heating. When the Guy designers had arrived 
at a specification, it was discussed with him. 
The estimated development costs would be 
in the region of £25,000.The specification was 
agreed and orders for 100 buses promised, 


of its buses had lowbridge bodies. However, 
in 1955, West Riding placed 20 Arab Mk 4s in 
service. These had 6LW engines, four-speed 
constant mesh gearboxes and Roe 55 seat 
lowbridge bodies. Further orders were placed. 
In 1958, the West Riding Chief Engineer had 
a meeting with Guy Engineers, to discuss his 
ideas for his ideal bus. 

It is rumoured that, over a pub lunch, 
the details were written on the back of a 
cigarette packet. He wanted a maximum 
dimension double-decker, with full length 
central gangways in both saloons, but with an 
overall height under 13 feet 6 inches, having 


The 
completed 
chassis. Note the 
proximity of the gearbox 
to the rear axle, necessitated 
by the need for maximum ground 
clearance, to Limit the chance of 
scraping the ground. The fuel tank and 
batteries were placed behind the rear axle, to 
assist in reducing the Loading on the front wheels. 
The complexity of the chassis frame can be seen. 
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with the differential in the rear axle which was 
on the nearside. 

Construction and Use Regulations stipulated 
a minimum ground clearance for the first 14 
feet of a PSV chassis, so the gearbox had to 
be beyond this point. As it had to fit under 
the floor and also have reasonable ground 
clearance, the semi-automatic gearbox had to 
be re-designed to go into a shallower casing. 
Even this only gave a ground clearance of 5Vi 
ins. 

The chassis had an Air-Pak system powering 
the hydraulically-operated Girling disc brakes. 
The air suspension system used air from the 
same twin compressor but only after the 
pressure in the braking system had reached 
60 lb per sq in. This meant that, when starting 
a bus first thing in the morning, it was only 
when the air brake reservoirs had reached this 
pressure, would the supply to the suspension 
reservoirs start filling and the bus began to 
rise to its full height. 

The independent front suspension units 
were complex and used two unequal length 
wishbones supporting, at their outer ends, 
the king pin pillars, which provided the bases 
for the rolling diaphragm air springs. This 
arrangement gave an equal movement of the 
wheel and the air spring and resulted in the 
front wheels leaning inward slightly. Surge 
tanks were incorporated in the pillars to keep 
the system level when going over rough 
roads. Because of the height of the king pin 
posts, the staircase had to be fitted on the 
nearside. 

A long, sturdy box section member was 
attached either side of the rear axle. At the 
front end, it was secured to an air spring 
mounted under the chassis side members. 

At the other end it was attached to another 


Above: The dropped-centre rear axle, showing the tie bars and Panhard Rod Locating it and one 
of the two hydraulic shock absorbers. The handbrake can be seen attached to the node of the 
differential. A surge tank is situated behind the wheels, above the chassis frame. 


Right: The nearside front wheel assembly 
showing the kingpin pillars and its height 
above the frame, which necessitated siting 
the staircase over it. The air bag for the air 
suspension can be seen above it and bolted 
to the side-member. The caliper of the disc 
brake can be seen to the Left of the wheel 
hub. 


with an initial order for 25. 

When the prototype was exhibited in 
November 1959 at the Scottish Motor Show, 
in the red and cream Tramway routes'West 
Riding livery, it was the most advanced bus in 
the world. The Commercial Motor commented 
that, other than using a gas turbine of 
doubtful advantage, they could not think of 
any other advanced feature that could be 
incorporated! 

The front entrance Roe body seated 75 
passengers, with full-length central gangways 
in both saloons, had a Cave-Brown-Cave 
heating system and was 30 ft long, 8 foot 
wide and 13 ft 416 ins high, laden or unladen. 
The power unit was a Gardner 6LX engine, 
de-rated to 125 bhp at 1,700 rpm for fuel 
economy, fitted with an 18 in diameter fluid 
coupling, driving a four-speed semi-automatic 
gearbox and a dropped-centre rear axle. The 
full air suspension system was independent 
at the front and disc brakes were fitted, which 
enabled quicker pad replacements to be 
carried out than with normal brake linings. By 
using nylon (PTFE) bushes, manual lubrication 
points were reduced to eight on the prop 
shafts. 

Under the body, there was a complex chassis 
frame of bolted construction, made up of 
246 parts. The main section was a pressed 
steel channel, 8 ins deep with 3V2 ins wide 


flanges and was !A inch thick. Eight channel 
or Z-section cross members with appropriate 
outriggers were fitted. The latter allowed 
the body pillars to be directly attached 
and avoided the use of a sub-frame, which 
reduced the height of the floor. The frame 
also had reinforcements where necessary and 
incorporated the mounting points for the 
independent front suspension, as well as the 
rear suspension. 

The engine was mounted to the offside 
of the centre line of the chassis and angled 
slightly towards the nearside. A prop shaft 
ran at an angle to the gearbox which was 
mounted diagonally so that the output flange 
allowed the prop shaft to be almost in line 
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Right: The second and subsequent 
production buses did not have the ornate 
decoration applied to the front panel of the 
prototype. The initial ones were delivered 
in this attractive red and cream Tramway 
Routes’ Livery replacing AEC RTs. 


Below: The upper deck of the Roe body had 
a full-length central gangway with the 
staircase at the front on the nearside.This 
feature was unique to the front-entrance 
Wulfrunian. 


chassis. East Lancs two, for Wolverhampton 
and West Wales, and Northern Counties one 
for Lancashire United. 

The Bury Corporation Wulfrunian was 
exhibited on the Park Royal stand at the 
1960 Commercial Motor Show with a 72 
seat body which was built by Roe. It was 
withdrawn after three years and had three 
subsequent owners, one of which ran it for 
5 Vi years and it was finally withdrawn in 1971. 
The Wolverhampton bus seated 72 and was 
withdrawn by West Midlands PTE shortly after 
take over, having put in nine years of service. 
The County Motors buses joined the West 
Riding fleet after a year and one of these, 
when withdrawn in March 1972, was the last 
Wulfrunian in the West Riding fleet and has 
been preserved. The two demonstrators were 
withdrawn in when two and 3 Vi year old and 
went to West Riding for spares in 1965. 

The first West Riding vehicles were 
withdrawn when just under five years old. 
Many were taken out of service before their 
initial Certificate of Fitness expired when 
they were seven years old. Others that were 
re-certified went on to give up to 10 years 
service. The prototype was withdrawn after 
9 years and 5 months. All but seven were 
sold for scrap and six of those sold for further 
service were scrapped by their purchasers 
within a year. The last one in service was 
new in September 1963 and gave six years 
service before being sold. It then went to 
several operators, ending up in Scotland with 
McLennan of Spitalfield in March 1970 and 
was withdrawn in February 1974. It was sold 
to Crouch End Luxury Coaches, London N.8 
in May. 

• Robin will look ot the Guy Wulfrunian on test 
and in service next time, with some conclusions 
about how and why we must consider it a failure 
- although it might have been so different if Guy 
could have afforded to develop it properly, but 
the company was already in trouble financially 


air spring mounted behind the rear wheels, 
at the outer edge of the frame. This gave 
good stability. Levelling valves, designed by 
Guy Motors, controlled the air going into 
the air springs to maintain a constant height 
irrespective of the load. Other levelling valves 
controlled the differences of level between 
each side.Tie bars and Panhard rods located 
the axle. Velocity conscious telescopic shock 
absorbers were fitted at the front and rear. 

The Wulfrunian did not have a conventional 
radiator. A Cave-Browne-Cave system was 
fitted instead. This utilised the heat from the 
cooling water from the engine to heat the 
interior of the bus. It was piped to radiators 
positioned on either side of the front of the 
upper deck. The outside body panels on the 
corners had vents at the front and side. The 
heated air could be directed into the body 
where a duct went to the upper deck and 
another to the lower deck. In hot weather, the 
heated air was ducted outside the bus. 

Burman recirculatory ball steering was used, 
the 24 volt electrical system had a 7 inch 
diameter dynamo.There were 11.00-20 14 ply 
tyres on the front wheels and twin 9.00-20 12 
ply tyres at the rear. The 35 gallon fuel tank 


was fitted on the nearside, behind the rear 
wheels to assist weight distribution. 

At the 1960 Commercial Motor Show, Guy 
had a chassis on its own stand and bodied 
examples were on the Roe stand for West 
Riding, Park Royal stand (a disguised Roe 
body) for Bury Corporation and Northern 
Counties'stand for Lancashire United. Priced 
at £3,500, the Wulfrunian represented good 
value when compared with the Daimler 
Fleetline 6LX at £3,300, Dennis Loline Mk3 
at £3,300 with five-speed constant mesh 
gearbox and the Leyland Atlantean at £3,680. 

In 1964, the last 25 chassis, all for West Riding 
were built to Mk 2 specification. This had a 
number of alterations, including strengthened 
front suspension and steering linkages. 

Altogether, 134 front entrance Wulfrunians 
were built. West Riding had 126; County 
Motors (Lepton) Ltd - jointly owned by West 
Riding and Yorkshire Traction - had two; 
two were demonstrators and single chassis 
were bought by Bury and Wolverhampton 
Corporations, Lancashire United and West 
Wales. The last two operators sold their 
Wulfrunians to West Riding when they were 
about a year old. Roe built the bodies on 131 
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Above: Probably dating from 1914-15, this chain-driven Federal was supplied to Crowleys’Croydon Brewery, by an agent from Farnborough Kent, 
presumably before the involvement of the Whiting Company. Crowleys’was taken over by the London Brewers, Hoare & Company in 1919, the Croydon 
brewery closing in 1929. Hoare & Company sold its brewery to Charringtons in 1933 and it closed the following year. Opposite my former home in Erith 
stands the Duchess of Kent, which was a Crowley House until the 1930s, so it would be nice to think this old wagon may have supplied beer to the pub 
at some time. I had to be content with the sight of small Bedfords and Later Volvo urban artics, in the period orange and brown Bass Charrington Livery 
delivering there. (ALL images from Authors Collection, unless stated) 


A Tale of Two 
ERFs - and more 


Allan Bedford tells the story of a Kentish Brewery, a London Engineer and a Cornish Connection - with a few diversions en route. 


M y interest in the small Reffells 
Brewery's vehicle fleet 
originates from a photograph 
printed in my local paper'The 
Kentish Times' in the early 
1970s, shown in the'Those were the Drays' 
series and reproduced again here. This featured 
the company's two ERFs new in December 
1933 and January 1934. Around the time of its 
publication, the Sandbach company had just 
restored the first chassis built which was, of 
course, No 63, carrying the early'E.R. Foden & 
Son Diesel'badge on the radiator. 

Until that time, I had been unaware that these 
early examples carried this inscription, and 
it was therefore obvious that the Bexley pair 
were among the first built. This was confirmed 
with the purchase of a copy of'Sixty Years on', 
published by the company in 1993, where on 
page 26, the summary of the first ten chassis 
confirmed that CI.4 chassis no 71 (AKO 942), the 
ninth built,was delivered on 12th December 



I Above: A typical’Bass Charrington’urban artic,seen by Phil Moth in Reading in the early 1980s. 
These often visited The Duchess of Kent in Erith. (PM Photography) 
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Right: A good example of a Mann 5 ton steam 
wagon. Many found work with brewers 
and, as early as 1906, Wm Hancock’s Cardiff 
brewery had a Large fleet. 


Below: A procession celebrating Bexley 
Cricket Week in July 1934, passing the Bourne 
Road Brewery.The 1933 Commer Centaur 
urges‘Use Less water’, rather than beer is 
best! Behind, an Austin 6, an MG‘M’Type 
Midget and a three-wheeler can be seen. 


1933 to the Bexley Brewery. 

Later, the loan of an early edition of the REV's 
Club magazine, carrying an article with details 
of these early examples, confirmed that the 
other example was chassis No 75 (AKP 499), 
registered on 3rd January 1934, thus the village 
of Bexley became the home to the first ERFs 
sold to a brewery. 

In more recent years, this intriguing 
information finally convinced me that it 
deserved some more thorough research, 
which has taken me from deepest Cornwall, via 
the City of London and the Kent Registration 
Archive Records in Maidstone. 

But first, let's go back to the origins and 
brief history of Reffells Brewery. The brewery 
site in Bourne Road, Bexley, first appears 
in an ordinance survey map of 1870 in the 
ownership of Cooper & Hayward, who sold 
it to Henry Reffell of Redhill, Surrey in 1874. 

Ten years later, two of his sons (Arthur and 


John) were in control, but in 1898 they were 
superseded by their elder brother, William, who 
formed a limited company which unfortunately 
failed in 1903, when a receiver was appointed. 
The brewery was revived and sold in 1904 
to Percy Waistell'a practical brewer'from 
Northallerton in North Yorkshire; henceforth it 
was known as Reffells Bexley Brewery. 

Interestingly, another branch of the Reffell 
family owned a brewery in Gomshall, Surrey, 
which survived until 1926. Later generations 
of the family still trade in the Redhill area at 
Reffells Flooring Centre. 

Under Percy Waistell's management, the 
brewery grew, with the purchase of a number 
of'houses'and the company built up a 
thriving free trade, supplying off-licences and 
clubs over a much wider area. In 1931, the 
Hampstead Brewery in the town's High Street 
was acquired, leading to substantial growth in 
the capital. 


Returning to the vehicle side of things, 
some'fascinating facts'were found during my 
research. Surviving records of the brewery, 
including minute books, are held by the 
London Metropolitan Archives in the City of 
London. My visit there to research the ERFs 
revealed much more.The Board Meeting 
Minute Books rarely concern themselves with 
the delivery fleet, but any related item could 
be found in a index in the largely hand written 
accounts. 

The first one found was dated 28th May 1915, 
when the Manager ordered from 'Industry 
Motors Ltd'a 31/2 ton Milnes Daimler with 
body at £375, and a fourteen day delivery, no 
trace of this was found in the Kent records, so 
it might have received a 'London' plate or be 
a second-hand purchase, as few new Milnes 
Daimler Mercedes could have been available 
by this time. 

The minutes for the 16th December 1915 
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Right: One of the pair of ReffeLLs ERF CI.4 
Lorries, with Chester trade plate, 505 M, in the 
brewery’s attractive Livery before delivery. 

Can anyone recognise where this photo was 
taken? 


reveal that the Milnes was dismantled in the 
garage, with a shortage of labour preventing 
work, a problem all businesses suffered. By 
21 st January 1916, repairs were proceeding, 
but were estimated to require a further four 
weeks to complete. On the same date, better 
news revealed that the company's steam 
wagon, which had been off the road for three 
weeks, awaiting repairs to the fore carriage, 
was mobile again. By the 24th February, 
the anonymous steam wagon had been 
sold for £215, but the Milnes was still out of 
commission. 

At least one other steam wagon was owned 
by the brewery which does not even warrant 
a mention in the minute book. I found it, 
however, in an entry in the Maidstone records 
for 25th January 1916, KT 7353, a Mann (of 
Hunslet, Leeds) built five-tonner (ULW 4.19.3), 
speed 5 mph, colour maroon. Its stay was very 
short, but whether this was due to unreliability 
or insufficient labour to operate and maintain 
it, we will never know. It was sold on 3rd June 
1916, to Ronald Farquharson of Chitterne, 
Wiltshire. 

A Google enquiry revealed that he kept 
racehorses and lived atTilshead Lodge a 17th 
Century country house in the Salisbury area. 
The National Horse Racing Museum website 
reveals that his best winner was Mount William, 
in the Irish Derby and Wokingham Handicap. 



I Above: The main entrance to ReffeLLs Bexley Brewery Ltd, with CL.4 chassis No 75 in front, followed 
by No 71 and an assortment of Morris-Commercials, in early 1934. 



Above: A close up of the Morris-Commercials 
and what could well be KJ 6885, written off 
after the bombing of January 1944. 


Like so many other country seats, this one 
suffered at the hands of the military in World 
War II, and was subsequently demolished. One 
has to speculate how the Mann was employed 
at its new location, but there might just be 
picture of it out there somewhere. 

A month later, on 23rd March it is revealed 
that a'Whiting Federal'had been purchased 
for £525 less IV. 2 %, with bodywork at £49.1 Os. 
While I was familiar with the American Federal 
truck, the reference to'Whiting'was a puzzle, 
until I found some excellent details in the 
Illustrated Encyclopaedia ofTrucks and Buses 
by Dennis Miller. This revealed that'Whiting' 
(1915) Ltd, of London NW1, was an importer of 
several American-built trucks. As most of our 
lorry builders were committed to the war effort, 
large numbers of American-built vehicles were 
imported during this period, although a few 
new and short-lived UK companies also built a 
handful of new commercials to help fill the gap. 

The'Whiting Federal'was traced in the Kent 
Registration Records for the 11 th April as KT 
7834, colour Crimson Lake, 30 hp, weight 
2.6.3, speed 12 mph. This vehicle was certainly 


still around in October 1919, as J C Beadle of 
Dartford then charged £341 for repairs, which 
the brewery's chairman expressed as excessive. 

Looking through the World War I registration 
records at Maidstone revealed that a significant 
number of Federals were registered during 
this period. Other US makes found included 
Dart and Mogul. Previously unheard-of UK 
makes include two examples of'Wei Is'35/40 
hp, KT 9693, on 21st June 1917 and KN 595 
on 10th January 1918. Georgano lists them as 
Wells Motors Ltd, of Kings Cross. Another make 
found was a Reliance, KN 267, which Georgano 
lists as having a Dorman engine. However, 
another entry so far remains a mystery being 
listed as a Patricia 35/40 hp registered on 
11 th October 1917, KN 253, and supplied to 
the Strood Motor Company. Many pages of 
these Registers of Heavy Motor Cars are filled 
with blocks of numbers for the Ministry of 
WarTransport, including Leylands, Peerless, 
Hallford, LGOC (AEC), plus a single Halley 25/30 
hp three tonner, KT 9970 registered on 10th 
August 1917. 

The Reffells Brewery minutes reveal the 
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Right 1: In the same month that the second 
ERF entered service, this advert appeared 
in the Bexleyheath Observer & Kentish 
Times issue of 26th January 1934.The cigar¬ 
smoking character accepting the delivery is 
‘Uncle Reff’,who regularly featured in the 
brewery’s smart advertising. 

Right 2: Crips Bros, of Foots Cray Road, Sidcup, 
was the supplier of Morris and Morris- 
Commercial vehicles to the brewery. The Low 
road tax and 30 mph benefits of the 50 cwt‘C 
Types’ is promoted again, in the Bexleyheath 
Observer and Kentish Times issue for 19th 
January 1934. 

purchase of a Ford T van in February 1921, to 
replace horses and an Aster car, a French maker 
with a complex history. 

At some stage during the late war period 
or in the early days of peace, two locally 
built Hallfords joined the fleet, the evidence 
of which is revealed in a momentous 
announcement in minutes dated 30th October 
1933, which read:"The Chairman reported that 
it was necessary to replace the old solid-tyred 
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Hallford lorries by modern vehicles, mainly 
because they were worn out and due to the 
large increase in taxation levied on solid-tyred 
vehicles" He had made exhaustive enquiries 
concerning various makes, all fitted with diesel 
engines, and the choice now fell between 
Fodens Ltd and E R Foden & Son. It was 
resolved to leave the matter in the hands of the 
Chairman, Mr Percy Waistell. 

The increase in road tax on solid-tyred 
vehicles followed the Salter report of 1933, 
and was included in the wide ranging 
powers introduced under the road traffic 
act, implemented on 1st January 1934. 
Henceforth, commercial vehicles were taxed 
on their unladen weight. Operators of steam 
wagons were badly affected, with some 
fitting pneumatic tyres or abandoning them 
altogether and switching to the new diesels. 
The team behind the all-new ERF introduced 
their masterpiece at a crucial moment, the 
original CI.4 weighing it at just under four tons, 
restricted it to 20 mph but with a lower road 
tax compared to many contemporaries. 

The new laws concentrated the minds of 
many in the industry with Morris-Commercial 
offering their recently introduced ‘C Series 
range and listed a 50 cwt model at £35 Annual 
Tax and 30 mph. The company set up an 
advisory department to help vehicle users with 

Left: Perhaps the second brewery to take the 
new ERF was Peter Walkers of Warrington 
featured in this advert from early 1934, with 
registration no ED 8131. It was claimed to 
be the company’s first diesel in a fleet of 
118 vehicles, promoting 20 mpg with a 7 ton 
load and a ULW of‘under 4 tons’. By this time, 

W J Boyes of Peckham,the London agent, is 
included. The Warrington Brewery closed in 
1996. 
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Right: The Large Simonds (HopLeaf) Brewery of Reading operated a good number of Morris and Morris-Commercials in its fleet during the 1930s. Seen 
here are a 10 cwtTWVvanof 1936, CWL 936, two CTypes of 1933/4, JO 8464 and RD 5320, a 1932‘Tonner’, JO 3789, plus a 1930 squashed bull-nosed’ 
Cowley van, RD 157. Simonds merged with Courage & Barclay in 1960, to create Courage, Barclay & Simonds. 


any problems they had arising out of the act. 
The ground breaking 'WT' Bedford range seen 
for the first time at the Commercial Motor Show 
in November 1933, was soon dubbed the 30 
mph three-tonner. Up in Glasgow, the Albion 
men were also designing lightweight models to 
qualify for the new tax bands. 

The first ERF, number 63 was registered on 
1 st September 1933. Reffells pair both carried a 
new and attractive pale blue and cream livery. 
The registration records confirm that they were 
supplied direct from the makers, rather than 
through W J Boyes of Peckham, which had been 
appointed the London Agent in November 
1933. Confirmation of the purchase of these 
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Above: In April 1937, Albion Motors promoted 
its Lightweight and low tax range, featuring 
an example supplied to the Standard Bottle 
Co of New Southgate. Did ‘Knibby’ drive this 
one? 



Above: ERF No 71, AK0 942, is seen in the Reffells Breweryyard, displaying a simplified Livery. A 
second Morris 8 Series E, FKN 657, of 1938 and a 1936 10 cwt van, DKK 83, neither of which is Listed 
as wartime casualties,can be seen in the garage. 


new additions did not appear in the company 
records until 22nd February 1934, with the 
minutes reading "purchased two diesel engine 
wagons from E R Foden & Son at £1250 each". 
This was the same price paid for the first chassis 
No 63, which according to the account in 'Sixty 
Years on'describes the role Ted Foden (one of E 
R Foden's nephews) played as salesman in these 
early transactions. He received no salary, but 
commission on sales, which for the first one is 
given as £187.10.Od, so presumably this Bexley 
pair earned him £375, a very good day's work. 

These small Gardner 4 LW-powered models 
were designed for a maximum of 12 tons gross, 
giving an adequate payload for a small brewery. 

The reaction of the old Hallford drivers 
and draymen to this 'giant leap for mankind' 
can only be imagined! Although starting 


procedures, particularly on a cold morning, no 
doubt had to be mastered first. 

The company's fleet during this period 
also contained a number of small Morris- 
Commercials and a study of part of the photo 
showing the two ERFs reveals some of them 
in the background. These were all supplied by 
Crips Brothers of Sidcup, who were also Main 
Agents for Morris and Wolseley cars, as well as 
bodybuilders. 


* Next time, we'll find out what 
happened to the brewery and its vehicles 
during the war and afterwards, as well as 
where one of the ERFS ended up, with a 
second career, based in Cornwall. 
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Above: This great ScammeLL Lorries promotional picture shows an early example of the Contractor tractor unit, UJH 93E (Hertfordshire, 1967) fitted 
with a fifth-wheel, with a classic Low-Loader trailer - for which the tractor would be somewhat over-specified - being prepared for an export drive. The 
original caption reads: “The pride of the show. Engineers at ScammeLL’s Watford works fussing over the giant ScammeLL Contractor/Dyson road vehicle, 
before it Left to commence an export tour of the European Trade Fairs.” 


Heavy Haulage Abroad 

Mike Forbes presents some Scammells, Leylands and other vehicles working in other parts of the world, moving abnormal 

and indivisible loads under different conditions from the UK 


W hen we put together 
the latest in the Road 
Haulage Archive series 
on Heavy Haulage, it 
was intended to include 
a section at the end on moving 'outsize' 
loads in other parts of the world, notably 
using British vehicles, like Scammells and 
Leylands, but we simply ran out of pages, 
as there were just so many interesting 
pictures of heavy haulage vehicles in the 
UK. 


There were other lorry manufacturers 





pi * ♦ 1 




Above: This ScammeLL Contractor is seen with a South African operator, SAUM, with a Ruston 
Bucyrus 22RB excavator on a Low-Loader semi-trailer. Left: A ScammeLL Constructor fitted with a 
fifth-wheel, with an interesting two-part Low-loading trailer, which makes sure there are plenty of 
wheels to support the Load, moving plant for its South African operator, Ouarry Industries Ltd of 
PLympton. 


who supplied vehicles for this type of 
work, Mack and Kenworth from America, 
for example, but British makes, like 
Scammell and Leyland tended to be the 
first choice, especially in parts of the 
Commonwealth, like South Africa and 


Australia. 

The pictures here show some of these 
vehicles in action. The problems of moving 
large and heavy loads in developing 
countries, away from civilisation, have 
tended to be rather different from those 
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Above: Thornton’s Transportation of Rhodesia,‘The Name that Carries 
Weight’was once well-known for its heavy haulage activities, using 
these basically military pattern Scammell Constructors, with a high-level 
girder trailer, in which is suspended a transformer. 



Above: Even further afield, this early-1950s Scammell low-loader of 
Osborne & Chappel, based in Ipoh, Malaysia, is seen moving a Priestman 
A.10 excavator to Gopeng Mines in 1961. 



Above: This Scammell Constructor oilfield truck, was being used with a Talbert semi-trailer for the carriage of special loads in Venezuela in 1959.The 
centre section of the trailer could be detached for loading or unloading. 


faced on UK roads. For a start, there might 
not be any roads and if there are, they are 
not well-surfaced. Heavy vehicles might 
sink into soft patches. There might not be 
overhead wires, tight corners with lamp- 
posts in towns, sharp bends and narrow 
roads in the country and weak bridges to 
cross, but there would be other obstacles 
to overcome, steep hills and rivers to 
cross without bridges. While there are less 
worries about other traffic, there might be 
anything from wild animals to the lack of 
supplies, including food, water and fuel to 
contend with. 

With the help of vehicles like the 
Scammell Constructor, generally specified 
somewhat differently from those used by 
the likes of Pickfords, to take account of 
the different operating conditions, notably 
hot climates, operators have managed to 
overcome the difficulties, meaning that 
new territories could be opened up, or 
dams and other infrastructure built, to 
provide power or to obtain valuable raw 
materials. 



Above: This Leyland Super Hippo is believed to have been photographed in Spain.The crawler 
tractor appears to have been loaded in the manner used on oilfield work, winched on over the 
rear rave. 
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Above: A Later Leyland ‘Freighting (Ergo cab) Hippo tractor unit 
and Low Loader is carrying equipment for the Perth to Carnarvon 
cabLe-Laying project in Western Australia, for telephones 
and television together. The success of the vehicle Led to the 
authorities ordering more similar Leylands. 



Above: This Leyland Super Hippo is at work in Southern Australia, 
by W G Bourn of Hindmarsh, near Adelaide, with an extra bogie 
under the front of the lowloader semi-trailer, on which the railway 
loco is being carried. 


Left: A bonneted Leyland Super Hippo tractor unit and Low-Loader 
trailer on delivery in Australia. 


Below: A 1950s Leyland Hippo, with a Low-Loader semi-trailer 
Leads a convoy, including a Mack and other Leylands, with parts 
of a 30,000 sq ft condenser, made by Thompsons of Castlemaine, 
Victoria, near Melbourne, transported 3,000 miles to mines at 
Mount Isa, by transport operator R H O’Regan Pty Ltd. 
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Above and below Left: Two views of another job carried out by R H O’Regan in Australia. A transformer made by GEC in England was transported across 
some pretty inhospitable terrain on a multi-axle girder trailer, with two ballast tractors, a Mack‘B’ Series six-wheeler Leading and unloaded by a giant 
overhead crane at a power station being built somewhere in the interior. 




Above: This picture, dated 1963, of a Scammell Constructor 6x6, with a fifth-wheel and 
low-loader semi-trailer, carrying a pipe-laying equipment-fitted Caterpillar tractor, 
somewhere in the Middle East oilfields, no doubt, was used as an illustration in 
Scammell brochures of the day 

Below: The original caption for this Leyland picture says: “The Australian Postmaster 
General’s Department has selected the Leyland Freightline Hippo tractor for use on 
cable-laying contracts. 16 have been delivered, with a further six on order. Cable-laying 
in Australia is a major project because of the distances involved. Transportation of 
equipment to site is a formidable operation and the vehicles used are required to travel 
thousands of miles over territory ranging from the lush greenness of the South to the 
overpowering tropical heat of the North. The Leyland vehicles are tested to ensure their 
capacity to stand up to any or all of these conditions. 




























Above: No, this is not America, although 
at one time part of a US engineering 
company, Chicago Bridge-Lennox Pty Ltd 
is an Australian operator, here moving the 
Largest generator made byAEI Engineering 
Pty for a power station in Australia. There are 
similarities as well as differences (apart from 
the weather, of course) between the way the 
operation is being carried out here and as it 
would be in the UK. 

Right: Another Australian scene, with a 
Thornycroft MightyAntar, with a Leyland 
Hippo ballast tractor at the rear, ready to set 
off with a transformer slung between girders 
on bogies, with a police escort in a Holden. 


Left: Wynns was not 
the only operator to 
use the ex-US Army 
Pacifies for heavy 
haulage duties. A 
number worked in 
France, while this 
one, little changed 
from its military 
days, was being 
used to transport 
a transformer for 
the Gondrand 
transport company 
in Italy, quite an 
achievement on 
those hairpin bends 
on a mountain 
road.transport a 
transformer for 
the Gondrand 
transport company 
in Italy, quite an 
achievement on 
those hairpin bends 
on a mountain road. 
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Above: A vessel weighing 90,750 Kg for the BP refinery in Rotterdam is seen Loaded on a ScheuerLe trailer with eight lines of wheels. This type of trailer is 
these days being used as a self-propelled unit with its own power plant. 



Above: The way it’s done in the desert. Two Kenworths, side by side, carry a rig floor for the Abu Dhabi Petroleum Co. The Scammell Mountaineer and Land 
Rover provide a UK connection. 
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Above: I wanted to use this picture, as it shows a six-wheeled Foden 
ballast tractor with an S40 cab, which is pulling a railway hopper wagon, 
well outside the standard BR loading gauge, on two bogies, something of 
an amazing sight. 


Above: This Goodlad picture just didn’t fit in elsewhere, but the 
ScammeLL ‘Rigid 8’with a long beam supported at the rear on an 
independent bogie makes a fine sight, even if the photograph is not 
the best quality. 







m 

P* 


And to finish;the way we were? Well nearly,the Little Lad on the footplate of the Norman E Box-lettered Fowler traction engine‘Atlas’ isa clue. This 
was a recreation of early-style steam heavy haulage in 1993 at Gloucester Historic Docks, with a concrete-filled transformer on a solid-tyred ex-Walter 
Denton draw-bar trailer. 
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We all love old lorries. And whether at 
a rally or in archive photos , the sight of 
a period roped-and-sheeted load adds 
to the enjoyment. But how those loads 
got there is a story in itself. First came 
muscle power; simple sack barrows 
and the overhead hoist. But then - 
later than you might think - came 
the forklift truck. Malcolm Bates 
celebrates a pioneer British design 
that's just been made into a diecast 
model - over 60 years after it's debut! 

R emember those little packs of 
loads'that Corgi Toys once did? 
They came in card-backed blister 
packs and were designed to make 
playing with the first generation of 
Corgi Toys lorries more er, realistic. Looking at 
the period catalogue illustrations today - or 
even those little diecast dollops for real - 
younger generations of enthusiasts might find 
'realistic'hard to believe. 

The silver milk churns were fine. But it might 
have helped if the sacks of cement actually 
looked like sacks, with some sort of lettering or 
logo on them.The bricks? In those days, brick 
loads were packed with straw. Asking a bit 
much at that scale? Perhaps. But at 1 s 3d each, 
these loads made a big impact on my lorry 
fleet'operating budget'(my pocket money) 

- after all, I ran one of the largest fleets of 
CommerTS3 and ERF KV rigids in the whole of 
East Mailing, Kent. And they all needed loads. 
As a result, Bates Roadways had to look for 
new income streams to fund such investment. 
Even if it did mean being nice to my Grandma. 

Is there a point in all this? It wasn't possible 
to load or unload them by hand, stack, 
or re-load them - possibly because Corgi 
bosses realised that tiny individual sacks of 
cement might be swallowed by a younger 
sibling, or choke the family hamster. Equally, 
a giant hand appearing out of sky to handball 
individual loads on and off as though by'divine 
intervention'was hardly'realistic'either, was it? 
Picking the whole diecast dollop up'en bloc'? 
This was surely an example of where Corgi 
missed a trick? The whole operation of'loading' 
and'unloading'model lorries surely had 
greater play value than 'driving'them? 

There was the Dinky Toys Coles mobile 
crane of course. And that odd, three-wheeled 
Coventry Climax fork-lift truck. The crane was 
fine for lifting home-made oversize lengths 



Above: Here is a colour illustration by artist‘Neave’of a‘dual-cab’SD Freightlifter - as modelled 
by Oxford Diecast - in action at a British Railways Western Region goods yard.The 8 ton Lift 
Freightlifter is Loading “a new design of experimental Light alloy door-to-door container,” 
according to the caption. In this pre-ISO shipping container era (1958), these could be stacked 
two-high and take a 5-ton/500 cubic feet Load, while only weighing a ton empty. BR Eastern, 
North Eastern, London Midland and the Western regions - as well as BRS and BTC/HuLL Docks all 
operated Freightlifters. 


of timber, but the fork-lift truck? Aside from it 
being to the wrong scale, it was missing the 
key element it needed to replicate real life - 
pallets! Trouble was, as a kid, living in a small 
village in Kent, I didn't know that at the time. 

But, in the early 1960s, when my dad's 
employer, Xzit GB Limited, purchased a brand 
new Coventry Climax electric fork-lift truck? 
Then everything became clear, right? Nope. 
Because Fred Sharp, the full-time lorry driver. 


insisted that goods on pallets still needed 
to be hand-balled off onto the loadbed of 
his ageing Thornycroft once they'd been 
lifted up to the right height because pallets 
"wasted space". In his view, cans and boxes 
on pallets moved around more than when 
tightly packed. Clearly, the whole notion 
of'mechanical handling'took a while to 
catch on universally in Britain then - just as 
'containerisation'did a generation later! 
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LACK OF COORDINATION 

But when did the whole process start? While 
there were cranes and conveyors - and various 
other mechanical loading aids - available 
before 1939, the truth is, most industrial 
premises weren't designed to accommodate 
anything other than a labourer pushing a 
sack barrow. And more significantly at the 
time, the design of cargo ships and railway 
goods wagons didn't allow for easy access by 
mechanical handling machinery either. 

Everything had to be stacked on a loading 
bay and hand-balled at one end. Then 

Left: Here’s an animated scene at what could 
be one of the key ports in Portugal, where 
Freightlifters were a common sight, thanks 
to the efforts of Local SD agent Pinto Basto. 
That’s one big crate being Loaded onto what 
Looks Like a modest capacity Lorry - note 
the chocks of wood to enable the forks to 
be withdrawn. In the background, another 
Freightlifter shifts a trunk of hardwood. 


Right: To really link the story Lines of this story tightly together, it 
would be great if this SD Freightlifter was Lifting an engine onto the 
prototype Bristol Brabazon. It isn’t - but could it be working within 
the giant Brabazon hanger in Filton, Bristol? If so, might this be 
the prototype four-engined Bristol‘Britannia’ under construction? 
According to the sales records, both The Bristol Aeroplane Co, BOAC, 
De Havilland Aircraft Co, Rolls Royce, the RAF and Vickers Armstrong 
all operated Freightlifters. 

Below: A stable platform. The mast-tilt cylinder yoke above the 
driver, helped keep the mast steady when Lifting to maximum (24 
ft) height, as seen here, with this Freightlifter operating in a timber 
yard in Hamilton, New Zealand. The bosses’s Standard ‘Vanguard’ 
Looks rather vulnerable, should anything have gone wrong, but 
clearly the observer in the foreground would have been protected 
by his canvas hat! 
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unloaded by hand and re-stacked all over again 
at the other. When cheap labour was readily 
available, that was fine. But when job security 
was threatened? Strikes caused delays. And 
when loads were heavier than a man could lift? 
More delays while someone went and found 
a crane. At the very moment when transport 
needed to become more efficient - and 
coordinated - a mish-mash of incompatible 
loading systems prevented it from becoming 
so. 

Surprisingly, even more new systems 
continued to be invented. First, the 
manufacturers of the'old'systems such as the 
'walking floor'and overhead gantry cranes, 


put up a rearguard action. True, the walking 
floor enabled both bulk materials and loaded 
stillages to be moved from the front of an 
enclosed body, to the back. And, of course, vice 
versa. The problem was when a van arrived 
at a delivery site where only overhead cranes 
were used. Building a van with waterproof 
roof access doors made for a very specialised 
vehicle. The fork-lift truck - and a palletised 


Right: High quality fork-lift trucks demand 
a high quality brochure - this impressive 
20-page sales brochure for the Freightlifter 
was produced in 1959/60, featuring spot 
colour and a laminated cover, making it far 
more prestigious than any contemporary SD 
*’W-Type’ municipal vehicle catalogue. 
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Above: Here we see the key‘Outstanding’ 
features of the Freighlifter design. Perkins 
65hp‘P6’, or - because globally diesel 
engines were still not universally favoured 
- SD’s own 3.8 Litre 70 hp petrol engine. 

Both were mated to a four speed forward- 
and-reverse manual gearbox. Overhead tilt 
cylinder Location. Crankshaft-drive hydraulic 
pump. Roller mast sections and centre pivot 
steering axle. 


Left: Here we see a number of different 
applications for the Freightlifter including an 
early‘top-spreader’used by British Railways, 
to Lift standard 6 ton containers which used 
chains coupled to the standard forks. 
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A CLEAN SHEET 

As a clean sheet of paper design (although 
rumour was, the Government lent SD a Hyster 
to copy), the Freightlifter was quite unlike any 
other design of fork-lift truck made since - 
aside from the British Army's own 'Eager Beaver' 
rough terrain lift truck dating from the 1970s 
- in that it utilised a flexible chassis (like that of 
a truck), rather than a rigid 'skid' or welded-up 


Left: One of the reasons why the dual cab 
model was developed! Here we see a 
Freightlifter transporting what looks Like a 
brand newRuston Hornsby narrow gauge 
shunter for export to New Zealand, requiring 
the driver to pop his head out of the cab 
window to see where he’s going! 


Right: Here’s the normal cab of the 
Freightlifter showing the height-adjustable 
driver’s seat and a mass of manual control 
Levers. 


system of loading, storage and movement 
around any given site - was clearly a big 
advance. But only on bodies with side access - 
again not easily achieved with a van. While in 
the post-war boom years, a number of fork-lift 
truck designs were put into production, most 
were of limited capacity. And primarily battery- 
electric. The first large heavy-duty diesel fork-lift 
trucks seen in Britain were the Hysters, shipped 
over by the American Army during the war. 

A HOME GROWN COMPETITOR 

These were so successful, that once the war 
was won, someone in Government circles - or 
so the story goes - asked why such a design 
wasn't available from a British manufacturer? 
This was a good question as, aside from a 
need to speed up transport and distribution 
generally/the balance of payments'was of 
vital importance back then. Buying kit off an 
American manufacturer was wasting Dollars 
at the very time the Yanks wanted all their 
War Loans repaid, to punish the UK electorate 
for voting in a Labour Government in 1945. 

But there was another reason too. If British 
manufacturers could be encouraged to design 
a competitor to the Hyster, then Britain might 
win more valuable export business - and with it 
foreign currency. 

True, Government intervention in technical 
matters often results in protracted gestation 
and ends in financial disaster. The'designed- 
by-committee'Bristol'Brabazon airliner being 
a typical example.Thankfully, the promotion 
of an all-British heavy-duty diesel fork-lift truck 
was more successful. In return for a British 
manufacturer coming up with a suitable design, 
various branches of the government of the 


day - the Army, the RAF, the Royal Navy, the 
newly-nationalised British Railways - would be 
instructed to purchase the end result. 

That design was the'Freightlifter'. It 
was designed and built by Letchworth, 
Hertfordshire-based Shelvoke & Drewry 
Limited. An odd choice, when the likes of 


Ransomes, Jones, Smith Rodley and Coles 
Cranes were already in the lifting equipment 
business? Perhaps. But the'strapline'on the 
Shelvoke & Drewry letterhead was'Engineers.' 
Besides, the company had a wartime record 
that encompassed the manufacture of tank 
transporter trailers, gun platforms, aircraft 
landing gear and even complete mini¬ 
submarines (as well as continued vehicle 
production), which must have proved to H M 
Government that SD could deliver the right 
machine for the job. 
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BRITISH RAILWAYS 


Above: And here is one of the‘Dual Cab’FreightLifters ready for delivery to British Railways Western 
Region - complete with all the attachments needed for work in a railway goods yard stacked onto 
the forks. At over 11 tons, this was actually the largest ‘vehicle’ manufactured by SD at the time - 
Leaving aside the fact that W-Type refuse collectors were regularly overloaded, that is! Note the 
impressively high driver’s Line-of-sight on the second ‘road travel’cab. At the wheel in his shirt 
sleeves is highly-skilled SD works demo driver Ron Thomas - suggesting that the glasshouse’ 
could get a bit hot in summer! 


monocoque'tub'.To power it, a newly- 
announced Perkins'P6'diesel engine and a four 
speed manual gearbox were specified. 

In addition, unlike most modern fork-lifts - 
an idea clearly copied from the Hyster design - 
was the mounting of the mast tilt cylinder high 
above the driver, on what doubled as a safety 
cage, to provide protection from falling objects. 
This helped to keep the mast stable when 
lifting heavy loads on difficult surfaces. And in 
no time, both at home and in export markets, 
the SD Freightlifter was soon in demand 



around the world to shift loads from store to 
truck, or from dock to end user. Official capacity 
was an impressive eight tons lift up to 24 ft. 

If there was a flaw in the design, this also 
applies to many large fork-lift trucks. While a 
fork-lift truck can also be used to ferry materials 
around'in-plant', driving a rear-wheel-steered 
vehicle on public roads, with the driver having 
to look through a mast and possibly over 
the load on the forks as well, is a potentially 
hazardous operation. 

A DOUBLE TAKE 

Such was the versatility of this new design 
that British Railways saw it as an ideal tool 
to speed up the loading and unloading of 
an increasingly diverse range of goods at 
regional goods yards, because many of the 
smaller goods yards couldn't justify their own 
full-time specialised mechanical handling 

Left: And here’s one Shelvoke & Drewry did 
Later! This is a new 22,000 Lb Lift‘Defiant 22’ 
resplendent in BR Yellow. Like the earlier 
FreightLifters, these were also supplied with 
a range of attachments, such as hydraulic 
bucket and crane jib but, thanks to Doctor 
Beeching, were not required to be driven 
between rural goods yards - because these 
were being closed down - so a dual cab 
wasn’t needed. 



Above: The Oxford Diecast model of the 
Freightlifter, the release of which reminded 
Malcolm of this pioneering British folk-lift 
truck, which features a working top cylinder. 

equipment. The solution? British Railways 
Freightlifters were equipped to be able to 
take a complete range of attachments with 
them, and to be road registered, so they could 
travel from one yard to the next, as required. 
Attachments included fork sleeves, container 
'spreader', crane jib and tipping bulk materials 
bucket. Unfortunately, all these big lumps of 
metal loaded onto the forks while travelling 
'mast first' represented an accident waiting to 
happen. Which, true to form, it did. 

Following a court case, British Railways 
Western Region - an enthusiastic user of the 
Freightlifter, suggested a solution - a reversible 
Freightlifter! The thinking being that it could 
be driven like any other fork-lift truck around 
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Right: The SD Swan Song? In a bid to increase 
production, new smaller 4000,5000 and 
6000 lb model‘Defiant’ Lift trucks were 
introduced (below the previous Limit of 8,000 
Lbs capacity) and a new‘flagship model’-the 
27 ton Lift‘Defiant DT27T’- introduced at the 
top of the range. It was capable of Lifting and 
stacking a Laden 40 ft ISO container three 
high. It was the Last fork-lift truck design to 
come out of Letchworth, prior to the division 
being sold to Rubbery Owen ‘Conveyancer’in 
the mid-1970s.The projected 50-tonnerwas 
never built. 


a depot yard, but for highway travel, the driver 
was repositioned in an additional cab at the 
'engine end'enabling it to be driven on the 
roads'engine end'first. This made it into a front 
wheel steer/rear wheel drive truck - and all the 
attachments were now at the back. The second 
cab was for'road use'only. 

GLOBAL SUCCESS 

While no other customer besides British 
Railways seems to have specified a second cab, 
the fact remains that the SD Freightlifter was 
well received both in the UK and overseas, with 
units being delivered to Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, Portugal and Scandinavia, as well as 
Africa and South America. Over 30 countries 
in total. 

Do any survive? Almost certainly. Rush 
Green Motors - from where numerous old 
commercial vehicles have been extracted - still 
used an SD Freightlifter until recently. Is it still 
there? Equally, the later series of SD forklift 
truck - the more conventional skid-based SD 
'Defiant' range - was equally long-lived. But 
significantly, SD also developed a number of 
special attachments to handle products that 
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Above: What are we celebrating here? The clue might be in the make of Lorry - it’s a Shelvoke & 
Drewry‘W-Type’. But the real story relates to the machine lifting it aloft - it’s a ‘Freightlifter’fork¬ 
lift truck - also built by SD. Now we can all celebrate this pioneer British design thanks to a new 
model from Oxford Diecast. 


didn't lend themselves to being placed on 
pallets. 

These included special brick forks with 
airbags that inflated to grip the base layer of 
bricks. Pallets couldn't be used because the 
fork-lifts were used to pull the bricks directly 
out of the kilns when they were still hot. A 
triple mast model was also developed to 
enable heavy reels of newspaper to be stacked 
(on end) up to 30 ft high. This required a 
rotating head and very sensitive grip/release 
controls, to hold the reels without crushing 
them. 

Why is all this news in 2016? Because finally, 
more than 60 years since the design was first 
introduced, Oxford Diecast has just released 
a model of an SD Freightlifter fork-lift truck! 
Smartly finished in British Railways Western 
Region brown and cream, 729 AAR represents 
the'dual cab'model, as featured on the front 
cover of the high quality British Transport 
Commission house magazine'Transport Age'. 
And although sadly, the mast on the model 
can't be raised (it is only to 1 /76 scale), the 
detail is impressive. 

Recognition at last you might say. 
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Mike Forbes has selected a series of pictures of lorries seen in Dublin in 1951 from the Chris Hodge 'Stilltime' collection. 
Most are in the liveries of either Guinness or GE, the Irish national transport company. 


D ublin simply means Guinness to 
many people. Even if Guinness 
is not your'tipple', everybody 
knows the name. Of course, it 
was Irish in origin, but the'Extra 
Stout' is known the world over and has been 
available in the UK for about 200 years and 
brewed at Park Royal in London as well as 
Dublin since the 1930s. There's also a brewery 
in New York. 

Arthur Guinness started brewing his 
superior 'porter' in 1759 at St James's Gate 
in Dublin. It was soon exported and, by 
1886, when the company was floated on the 
London Stock Exchange, it was the biggest 
brewery in the world. 

Above all, there has always been the 
excellent Guinness advertising; the slogan 
'Guinness is Good for You'having first been 
used in the 1920s. Those of us who can 
remember the 'zoo' adverts from the 1950s 
will have the name Guinness indelibly 
printed in the backs of our minds for ever. 

Coras lompair Eireann, or CIE, is still 
Ireland's national public transport provider, 
with buses and trains run by Bus Eireann, 
Dublin Bus and larnrod Eireann/lrish Rail, but 
in the 1950s ran lorries as well. 

CIE was formed in 1944, with its 'flying snail' 
logo, becoming virtually a monopoly road 
and rail transport provider, but made losses, 
resulting in cut-backs. However, at the time 
these pictures were taken, it almost seems 
that if a lorry in Dublin wasn't in the Guinness 
fleet, it was a CIE vehicle. 

Commercial Motor visited Guinness 
in 1951. At the time, the company was 
moving to tankers to transport the 'black 
stuff, but the majority was still in barrels. 
There was a fleet of Bedfords, Vulcans, 
Fordsons, a Thornycroft and an AEC, mainly 
petrol-powered - although, as with CIE and 
other operators,'oil-engined'vehicles were 
now invariablybeing bought, like the new 
Leyland Beaver and Bedford tankers - with 
the emphasis still on smaller rigid vehicles, 
because of access issues at the bottling 
stores. The CM article of October 1951 also 
mentions 250-300 tons capacity being hired 
every day, so there was a lot of Guinness 



Above: A Guinness Bedford OSS artic, ZD 8778 (Dublin, Late 1940s), one of eight in the fleet, 
with a Carrimore drop-frame semi-trailer, loaded with Large wooden barrels, or more 
correctly casks’-either‘butt’s (108 gallons) or‘tuns’(216 gallons), on its way to the docks. 
The vehicle Looks immaculate, in its dark blue Livery, with gold fleet names, as it passes 
the Customs House,‘one of the many fine buildings in Dublin’, to quote CM, outside which 
is parked an Austin A40 ‘Devon’ four-door saloon. Interestingly, there appears to be no Load 
restraint at all holding those big barrels onto the trailer. (CHC aau628) 
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Above: Cooper’s supplies, metal bands to 
go around new or repaired barrels, are 
being carried across central Dublin here, 
by a Bedford OL,ZH 5398 - another Late 
1940s Dublin registration, the Guinness 
fleet was pretty up-to-date in 1951. 

Two men are sitting comfortably in the 
cab, with another perched on top of the 
load - again, not a rope in sight.The 
Lorry passing the other way has its Load 
sheeted, but not roped, and there’s a fella 
sitting on the tail of the body. These were 
obviously gentler times in this respect. 
(CHC aau614) 



I C 


Above: These pictures were on glass plate 
negatives, some of which have suffered 
over the years in storage, but this is a 
great picture of a Line of Guinness and 
contractor’s vehicles waiting to Load, 
including at Least four Vulcan platform 
Lorries, including fleet nos 199 and 218, 

ZJ 6512 (Dublin, 1949 onwards), plus a 
Morris-Commercial, with a non-standard 
cab of Thomas Gary & Co Ltd, as a horse- 
drawn cart passes. Is its driver Looking 
across and wondering what Life will be 
Like when he gets a ‘motor’ of his own? 
(CHC aau566) 


Above: Another slightly damaged picture, giving a different view of that queue of Lorries, 
showing there were at least nine of them waiting to Load. We can see the VuLcans and 
Morris-Commercial, plus a Bedford OL of W Richardson Ltd, ZJ 3522, another recent Dublin 
registration in 1951. A CIE all-Leyland Titan PD2, ZJ 1373, R413, new in 1949, is passing on a 
Dublin city service, which would now be operated by‘Dublin Bus’. On the right, we can see 
a ‘Planet’ diesel Locomotive with wagon-loads of‘Hogsheads’ (54 gallons) on the brewery’s 
internal narrow-guage railway Lines. (CHC aau564) 



being transported around Dublin. 

Several months earlier, in June 1951, CM 
reported on the road transport operations of 
Coras lompair Eireann. In 1951 CIE was said 
to be carrying 80% of the traffic available, 
but private companies were beginning to 
compete. There were already far more lorries 
in use with own account operators, including 
many farmers, as well as professional hauliers. 

Left: Another of the Vulcan six-tonners in 
the Guinness fleet, which totalled 25 in 
1951, according to CM, ZJ 2315, fleet no 
198, is seen making a delivery in Little 
Bray, in County Wicklow, a few miles south 
of Dublin. The Load is made up of‘barrels’ 
(36 gallons) and smaller‘kilderkins’ (18 
gallons) and ‘firkins’ (9 gallons) and not a 
bottle in sight. This is presumably‘Doyle’s 
Bar’; notice the inscription in Gaelic, which 
I think means something Like enjoy a drink 
and a chat with friends’... Coincidentally, 
there is a Ford Prefect in the background, 
as in a couple of other pictures seen here 
- obviously a popular choice at the time. 
(CHC aau591) 
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These pictures offer an interesting view of 
Irish road transport and the Dublin scene 
in 1951. An interesting point, brought out 
in the original CM articles, was that most of 
the vehicles seen were comparatively new, 
showing how the Irish economy was doing 
well at the time and new vehicles were easy 
to obtain, which contrasted with Utility 
Britain. There are at least as many pictures of 
CIE buses and coaches in the Stilltime archive, 
so perhaps we'll look at them at a later date... 


Above: Two of W Richardson’s Bedford OL platform Lorries, 
including ZJ 3522, seen in the queue at the brewery, held up in 
traffic, I think beside the River Liffey in Central Dublin. As well as 
the CIE single and double-deck Leyland buses, with adverts for 
Kennedy’s bread and, of course, Guinness, we can see cyclists, a 
Sunbeam Talbot, VauxhaLL Wyvern L Series and two Ford vans, an 
E04C and, behind the Lorry, an E83W, all pretty recent at the time, 
suggesting a bouyant Irish economy. (CHC aau574) 

Left: Seen passing the Customs House is a new-looking Bedford S 
Type seven-tonner, in the fleet of carrier J Fitzsimmons, of North 
Wall, an address in Dublin’s dock area along the River Liffey. It is 
carrying a somewhat haphazard-looking Load of, hopefully, empty 
oil drums. The bicycle and Ford van parked at the side of the 
cobbled street show a quieter time. (CHC aau619) 




Above 1: Another scene outside the Customs House, as a Scammell Mechanical Horse and trailer of Coras Iompair Eireann passes by. Travelling 
with the tailboard down, but showing the registration plate, ZD 5123 (Dublin, 1940 onwards), are signs of different times. The canvas tilt 
Looks as if it might have started Life on a military vehicle, Like an AEC Matador, with those flaps in the side. (CHC aau620) 2: This AEC Matador, ZD 
7076, another Late 1940s Dublin registration, no A0139 in the CIE fleet, was travelling along Wellington Quay, beside the River Liffey, pulling 
a draw-bar trailer, just visible behind the tree. It was described as a cattle truck by CM,‘a familiar sight all over Ireland’. Apparently, in 1949, 
CIE carried 220,000 head of cattle by road, as well as 860,000 by rail. (CHCaau559) 3: A Line-up of AEC Matadors in the CIE fleet, with open-top 
cattLe bodies, left to right, ZD 7091, fleet no A0154; ZD 7049, A0112; ZD 7117 AO180; ZD 966, AOll; ZD 7043, AO106 - notice there is no tie-up 
between registrations and fleet numbers for the batch. Note the differences in the (probably Locally) coachbuilt cabs, and that the Lorries 
share the depot with buses. (CHC aau636) 
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Ju e , A ! C h t S 9 ° ne ° n itS way ’ so we can see the Le y la nd Comet artic on the right and, on 
e Left, a Com ^t rigid, ZH 4120, fleet no L95, which has a surprisingly modern-looking alloy 
drops,de body. They show well the CIE livery of deep green, with grey-green band and‘Flying 
snail logo, which also adorns the lift-off containers in the backgrounds model of one of thes 
Ley land Comets has been made in the 1/76 scale B-T Models series. (CHC aau637) 


Above: Yet another AEC Matador four- 
wheeler, ZD 6247, A045, showing that the 
cattle bodies were Lift-off containers, 
chained onto platform Lorries.lt is passing 
a Leyland Comet artic, ZH 4179, yet another 
Dublin registration series from 1947 
onwards, fleet no LT 4, with a drop-frame 
semi-trailer.To be honest, considering 
their age in 1951, the vehicles do not Look 
very well cared-for... (CHC aau638) 

Below: Another Leyland Comet, ZH 4027, is 
seen entering the depot, with its classic 
building from 1850, no doubt dating back 
to the golden age of railway building. The 
CM article said that this vehicle was used 
for express deliveries of newspapers over 
Long distances. Notice the padding on the 
Longitudinal rails, to save damage to the 
tarpaulin cover. (CHC aau639) 
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ZD 7029 


Above: A CIE AEC Matador, ZD 7029, fleet no A092, on different work, with a draw-bar trailer - not the twin wheels on both axles, quite modern 
for this period - carrying classic railway-style Lift-off containers, Lettered for Brewer & Turnbull Ltd,‘Overseas Removal Service’, with an 
address in Stockport. The original CM caption mentions furniture ‘for delivery in Great Britain’, but whether somebody’s household effects or 
furniture newly-made in Ireland for sale is not specified. (CHC aau640) 



Above: A similar shot of the same AEC Matador and trailer, showing part of the Line-up of 
cattle container-carrying vehicles seen previously, with a couple of the draw-bar platform 
trailers, with and without containers. (CHC aau646) 




Above: Here the furniture container is seen 
being loaded or unloaded from the AEC 
Matador with a gantry. “I’ll hold the ladder, 
while you shin up and fix the chains, all 
right?” Notice the containers on trailers 
in the background, Lettered Pickfords 
Edinburgh, and the cattle container on the 
Left, sitting on an horse-drawn cart. (CHC 
aau645) 

Left: This AEC Matador, ZD 7140, no A0203 
in the CIE fleet was configured as a ballast 
tractor, for use with this Low-Loader draw¬ 
bar trailer on four-in-line bogies, seen 
being loaded with some heavy machinery 
by an overhead crane. (CHCaau659) 
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Above: A closer view of the Low-Loader trailer, with the machinery 
being Lowered onto it. The Lettering reads ‘CIE Heavy Haulage 
Section, Transport House, Dublin, Load 30 Tons’. (CHC aau658) 


Above: Two attractive-looking US, or possibly Canadian, Ford F-3 
‘woody’ station wagons, with the ‘truck’front end panels, ZJ 9141/2, 
outside the CIE head offices, presumably used by managers or for 
urgent parcel delivery. 



Left: Typical of the many 
interesting Dublin 
street scenes in this 
series of pictures, 
this shows a 1936 AEC 
Regal single-decker, 

ZA 3888, fleet no A46, 
new to Dublin United 
Transport, with the 
pre-war short radiator 
and bodywork built 
by the operator, which 
would be wiithdrawn 
the next year, 1952. It 
is approaching the bus 
stop, with a LeyLand 
Titan following round 
the corner, and passing 
an American car, 
another all-LeyLand 
Titan PD2/3, ZJ 1371, 
fleet no R411, new in 
1949, which Lasted to 
become a trainer for a 
couple of years in 1969, 
and a very down-at- 
heel platform Lorry, 
possibly a pre-war 
Morris-Commercial C 
Type. (CHC aau568) 
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To finish, a Lovely Dublin street scene, with a Garda officer directing traffic at an intersection, being 
passed by a 1940s Ford Prefect E93A four-door saloon and a LeyLand Titan double-decker, which will 
follow the others away from the camera. Approaching is Gasgoine’s Ford E83W van, while the horse 
and cart and the bloke on his bike Leaning on the cart wait patiently for their turn. (CHC aau616) 
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The original Creedy Valley 
Cider Austin FE,WFJ 42, on the 
weighbridge around 1958. 
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Allan Bedford discovers a company which has recreated a 1950s vehicle, along with reviving a local industry. 



Above: The Austin, WFJ 42, decorated for a special event, complete with a Living ‘OL Garge’. 


B ack in Vintage Roadscene issue 
No 193, December 2015, on 
page 22 of my Those were 
the Drays'article, there was a 
photograph of a 1958 Austin FE, 
WFJ 42, at the premises of the Creedy Valley 
Cider Company of Crediton, Devon. 

Following closure the buildings, which had 
spent over 50 years being used for other 
purposes, after major refurbishment, late 2014, 
Barny Butterfield's Sandford Orchard Cider 
Company re-located there. 

The original sequence of photographs of 
WFJ 42 came from the family of the late Bill 
Ash, who was closely associated with the trade 
in the town for over 40 years, and are now in 
Barny's possession, and he was kind enough to 
allow me to copy them. 

At the time of my visit to view these 
photographs, I jokingly suggested that it 
would be great to recreate the weighbridge 
photograph. 

Imagine my surprise in June 2016, to learn 
that Barny had purchased a similar vehicle, 
which he kindly fired up to recapture the scene. 

This 1956 Austin FE three ton, four litre 
petrol wagon was well known previously 
in the ownership of the Oakley family from 
Shropshire. The vehicle was already restored 


in the attractive aqua green, but following a 
re-paint and refurbishment, and new signage it 
now looks stunning. 

It was new to the Birmingham Mail & Evening 
Dispatch Newspaper Group of Corporation 


Street on 26th April 1956 and supplied by 
Patrick Motors, based in the city. The entire 
'TOG' registration series was allocated to 
commercials, as was the proceeding 'SOG' in 
1955. 
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Above: Recreating the scene, in the same 
spot, approximately 58 years Later, with the 
weighbridge still in position.The reception 
building behind has been ‘remodelled’ over 
the years and Lost its thatch. 

Right: A proud Barny Butterfield with ‘OL 
Garge’, TOG 748, which came complete with 
the period sales brochure he is holding. 


The vehicle made its public debut at the 
Sandford Village, Queens 90th Birthday Party 
on Saturday, 11th June, and is known as'01 
Garge', after the well-known rustic character 
seen on the original company's flagons as 
well as cartoon postcards. He was created 
by George Stilliings, a prolific illustrator and 
cartoonist in his Exeter studios. 


Above: Close up of the period sales brochure for the Austin WE and FE 
models, or ‘303’ and ‘503’, as they were known. 


An AnseLls Brewery Austin with a Birmingham registration in the ‘SOG’ series 
These numbers were reserved for commercial vehicles, including ‘OL Garge’. 


www.roadscene.com 


September 16 41 




































i »* 



Above: An ‘OL Garge’ Cider jar from my 
collection 

Right: One of George Stillings’ cartoons of 
‘01 Garge’with his dog ‘OL Dummon Liz’and 
a happy crowd, aboard an unmistakable 
Harrington Cavalier coach of Greenslades. 



Above: This well-known preserved 
Greenslades AEC Reliance/Harrington, built 
in 1963, but registered in 1964, carries a 7 ft 6 
ins body, specified for use on narrow roads on 
Dartmoor Tours, seen at the Amberley Chalk 
Pits Museum in September 2003. 



In September 2014, this impressive 
Mercedes Benz‘Actros’from Nick 
Sampson’s Barnstaple fleet, a Dutch 
import, transported this silo to Crediton 
for refurbishment and re-erection in the 
‘Cider Works’. 
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This bright yellow Ward LaFrance wrecker took part in the 
London to Brighton historic commercial vehicle run in 2014. 
It had been rescued from Normandy in France, where it had 
been used by a private garage for the recovery of heavy 
vehicles and retains the garage’s details on the rear body. 



Ian Young takes a look at some wartime American and Canadian ex-military trucks that have found anew life on ‘Civvy Street'. 


F or the latest in my 'Upcycling' series 
I would like to present a small 
selection of wartime American and 
Canadian vehicles, which have gone 
onto live a second life on'Civvy 
Street; having ended the military service. The 
fact that most of these vehicles are around 70 
years old hasn't seemed to stop them being 
used on a regular basis, either as recovery 
vehicles or simply as'Big BoysToys'and no 
doubt they will go on to survive many more 
decades so long as there is interest in vintage 
commercial vehicles. 

Whether it's a general interest in the vehicles 
themselves, the love of the restoration process 
or the bright colour schemes they often wear, 
rather than the original drab green paint, 
owners seem to love these old trucks, lavishing 
a great deal of time and money on them to 



Above: A C Carter & Son Recovery, from Florley, Surrey, took this ex-US Army Diamond T 969 wrecker 
to the War & Peace Show back in 2012. While it retains the characteristic lattice work booms, the 
rear bodywork has been somewhat modified from the original. 
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ensure they will continue to survive for future 
generations. So long as there are enthusiasts 
out there willing to put in the time, effort (and 
money) I think it's fairly safe to say that these 
vintage commercials will probably outlive us 
all, which isn't bad when you consider that they 
were only ever expected to serve a very short 
life during wartime. 


Right: Another World War II-dated Diamond 
T 969 wrecker, this time belonging to 
Chaseside Heavy Recovery, again sporting a 
modified rear hamper and lifting equipment. 


Below: The amount of Allied equipment Left 
in France at the end of World War II ensured 
that Local companies were well catered 
for in terms of trucks. This much modified 
Chevrolet CMP (Canadian Military Pattern) 
truck clearly served with a French Renault 
garage after the war and while it looks to 
retain the wartime swing boom recovery 
equipment, this is probably from a different 
vehicle. 


Above and above right: The name Wynns is well known among commercial vehicle enthusiasts and this Chevrolet CMP recovery truck in the company’s 
Livery is a regular at shows around the country. Although it retains the original chassis, running gear and cab, it has a substantially modified rear body 
and Lifting equipment for handling round timber. It is seen here at the Welland Steam and Country Show. 


44 September 16 


www.roadscene.com 



























Above: This Diamond T 980 prime mover has found a new 
Life in private hands after the army, and unlike many similar 
vehicles, this one has not retained the military olive drab 
paint scheme. It was photographed at a show in Yorkshire 
in 2011. 




Above: The FWD SU-COE 4x4 truck is Less common in private hands than many 
other World War II American trucks.This partly restored example appeared at the 
Wartime in the Vale show in Worcestershire in 2014. 





Above: Yet another Diamond T 980 prime 
mover, this time in a semi-restored state 
having presumably served with a civilian 
owner following demob. The vehicle was 
spotted at a steam rally at S E Davis in 
Astwood Bank, Worcestershire in 2007. 


Left: A pair of Diamond Ts spotted at the War 
& Peace Show many years ago. The ballast 
bodied prime mover to the rear retains 
a military green paint scheme, while the 
wrecker in front sports a fetching scheme 
in white with a ‘hi-viz’ stripe, which was very 
much in vogue, thanks to the‘jam sandwich’ 
paint schemes adopted for police cars of the 
time.This one has also had its original cab 
replaced by one from a Morris-Commercial. 
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Harrington the coachbuilder, to mark 50 years since the company closed. 


T homas Harrington was 
in business from 1897, at 
first building horse-drawn 
passenger vehicles in Brighton 
then, as motor vehicles became 
more popular, changing to building bodies 
for them. From 1930, the company's 
bodies for motor coaches and a few goods 
vehicles, which were gaining a good 
reputation, were constructed at Sackville 
Works in Hove. 

Harrington became well-known at 
one time for building luxury coaches for 
several major companies, culminating in its 
stylish Cavalier, Grenadier and Legionnaire 
coachwork, which were in production up 
to the company's closure in 1966, much 



Above: This 1948 AEC Regal JKM 424, with Harrington C32F coachwork, was in service with 
Maidstone & District until 1958, when it passed to the British Transport Commission, for use by 
British Railways. It is seen here in the early 1960s, in use with the London Midland Region Chief 
Civil Engineers Department. 



Four fine bodybuilder’s photographs from Thomas Harrington, showing KKK 836, with its full-fronted bodywork, compared with JKM 424, to a traditional 
half-cab design. This 1949 coach was to FC32F configuration, as fitted to just five of that batch. It served until 1961, when it passed to Bluebird Coaches 
(JDW of Ipswich), before eventual scrapping by 1967. 
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Above: New in 1950 to SoudLey Valley 
Coaches, KDD 38 is a 1950 AEC Regal III with 
FC33F bodywork, complete with ‘dorsal fin’, 
which is now preserved with Helliker of 
Stroud. 

Below: Ray Hine has Lovingly restored this 
AEC Regal III with Harrington ‘dorsal fin’ 
body number 808, which was new in 1950 
to Lymers of Tean.This splendid restoration 
project was the subject of an article in 
Vintage Roadscene, issue no 153, August 
2012. 





Above: EDY192 was a 1950 AEC Regal III with C33F 
Harrington coachwork, new to Skinner Luxury 
Coaches of St Leonards, which passed to Maidstone 
& District in 1953 and remained in that fleet, stiLL in 
Skinners Livery, until 1964, when it was sold to dealer 
TPE and on to contractor, Chivers of Devizes. 



Right: NKN 650 was built in 1951 as an 
executive coach for the Maidstone & District 
‘top brass’to use as a directors’coach. It 
had Luxurious Harrington C16F coachwork. 
Named the ‘Knightrider’, after the company’s 
Head Offices situated in Knightrider Street in 
Maidstone, it was constructed to Limousine 
specification, based on a ‘Wayfarer’ body. 

It was painted in dark blue, unlike any of 
the M&D main fleet, having tables and 
reversible armchairs. It carried the Directors 
to all official functions and was eventually 
allocated ‘LC1’ in the fleet and subsequently 
‘0001’, although it never carried any fleet 
numbering. After years in M&D’s ownership, 
it eventually passed for preservation to the 
Harrington Society based in Worthing. 


lamented by many enthusiasts. This can 
readily be seen from the list of Harrington¬ 
bodied coaches which have been preserved, 
which will appear in the next issue. 

The company's 70 year history was in 
the last issue, but we take up the story 
pictorially in the early post-war years, 
with photographs of the various different 
models produced, along with a selection of 
period advertisements from the PSV trade 


Above: LUF 819 was a 1952 Leyland PSU1/15 carrying Harrington C26C coachwork. It was built as 
a luxury touring coach, with double adjustable seats on the offside and single on the nearside. 
Converted to C41C in 1961, it was withdrawn from service with Southdown in 1966, sold to dealer F 
Cowley, then served with Wimpey as a contractor’s bus until late 1969. (Surfleet Transport Photographs). 


press, showing the Harrington Contender, 
Crusader Mark III, Cavalier, Grenadier and 
Legionnaire. 
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Right: PKE 272 was a 1952 Leyland Royal 
Tiger PSU1/15, with Harrington C37C 
‘Contender’-style coachwork. It was exhibited 
at the 1952 Commercial Motor Show and 
served M&D until 1965, when it passed to 
dealer TPE. (Surfleet Transport Photographs). 

Below: BOAC purchased 12 coaches very 
similar to PKE 272, based on the Harrington 
‘Contender’ body on Commer running 
gear, between 1953 and 1958, the Last 
three with Rolls Royce petrol engines and 
automatic transmission. Other than the 
BOAC vehicles, this type of vehicle met with 
Little commercial success, although it is 
well-known to many people, having been 
modelled by Dinky Toys. 



Two <?*arnpfe 0/tte BOAC Coated The ons with the Mer red and yattow 
hoy has whfte tyros, tsm/suaJ on a commofotat \/chicle model at tho time. 




Below: UKN 207 was a Harrington-Commer 
with Harrington B42F bodywork dating from 
1955. It served until 1965, passing as usual 
through TPE, on to Simonds of Botesdale, 
where it is seen in this view in the Late 
1960s, then a chequered further history 
including being re-registered to UKN 210 
and back again to UKN 207. (M&D and East 
Kent Bus Club). 


Above: This coach was an AEC Reliance 470 
with Harrington C37C‘Wayfarer’coachwork, 
new to M&D in 1954. It served until 1968 
when it passed to the scrapyards at 
WombweLL in Yorkshire. 
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Above: 252 BKM was a 1958 AEC Reliance 410 with Harrington B42F 
bodywork. It served until 1971, passing to Roselyn Coaches of Ede, Par, 
where its body was scrapped in 1988 and the chassis was taken to the 
West of England Transport Museum at Winkleigh in Devon by 1994. 
(Bristol Vintage Bus Group Sales). 



Above: 390 DKK was also a 1958 Harrington offering, but it had ‘Wayfarer 
IV’C41F coachwork on an AEC Reliance 470 chassis.This coach was 
exhibited at the Commercial Motor Show in 1958. It served with M&D 
until 1972, when it passed through dealers to Warrens of Ticehurst, 
for farm workers’transport and on to eventual preservation with Brian 
Catchpole at Hailing, with its re-built bus-style front end, to DP40F 
configuration. 




Above: 42 410 FKL was a 1959 AEC Reliance 470 with Harrington C41F 
‘Wayfarer IV’coachwork.This one served M&D until 1970, when it 
passed to dealer TPE of Macclesfield and on to several preservation 
owners, ending up with Gibbons of Maidstone, retaining its original style 
throughout. 

__ J 


Above: A side view of an Albion Nimbus with Harrington bodywork, 308 
LKK.This one served until 1970, when it went to a farmer at Otham,Kent, 
via TPE and eventually to Clarke of Harpenden for preservation. 


Above: An AEC Reliance 470 dating from 1961 was 118 PKP, with its ‘Wayfarer IV’ 
coachwork to C41F configuration. In 1965, it was re-numbered from C18 to 4018 and 
in 1975 to 3207, when it received all-over NBC green Livery, with M&D roofdecals.lt 
was withdrawn in 1980 and sold to the Century Swimming Club at Canterbury, then 
scrapped Locally in Kent by 1982. (M&D and East Kent Bus Club). 

Left: A close up shot of the front entrance to Harrington B30F-bodied 306 LKK, built 
on an Albion Nimbus NS3N chassis, new in 1960. It remained for nine years with M&D 
before scrapping at WombweLL. 
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Above: New in 1961 to Southdown was 8733 CD, a LeyLand LT2 with 
Harrington Cavalier C28F coachwork. It was converted to C41F in early 
1972.Ayear Later, it was up-rated to C39F, before final withdrawal in 
1974. 



Above: New to Southdown in October 1963 as its fleet no 1750 was 750 
DCD, which had Harrington Cavalier C28F coachwork. It was converted to 
C24F in 1969 and fitted with card tables in 1970 and re-converted back 
to C28F in 1972. On withdrawal, it passed to Tilling Travel, then National 
Travel SE by 1974. It is seen here when Later working for Bickers of 
Coddenham in Suffolk. It has now been preserved in original Livery with 
Kenzie of Shepreth. 



Above: A1962 AEC Reliance with Harrington Cavalier C40F coachwork 
new to Greenslades Tours. Unfortunately this coach is not Listed as 
currently being preserved, although it had its coach history shown inside 
the cab area, when seen here in the mid-1980s at an event. However, its 
sister 570 EFJ has been saved for preservation byTresham of Leighton 
Buzzard. 



Above: Two Grenadier-style Harrington coaches seen at a rally are 
HLP10C, a 1965 example in Surrey Motors Livery, alongside former 
Maidstone & District FKL130Dfrom 1966. This was in preservation when 
photographed, but not now, although it appears that sister vehicle FKL 
129D has survived thus. 



Left: This view shows 
a Bedford VAL14 
coach with Harrington 
‘Legionnaire’ coachwork. 
72 MMJ was a 1964 
vehicle, new to Taylor’s 
of MeppershaLL, which 
has been converted 
into a caravan. A similar 
vehicle was used for 
‘The Italian Job’film in 
1969. 


Right: A view of 
Harrington Cavalier 
AYL459B,on a LeyLand 
Leopard chassis, 
dating from 1964, with 
Orange Coaches of 
South London, one of 
the firms, including 
Banfields, Empires Best 
and Worldwide, which 
will be covered in a 
future article. 
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N orman Chapman never misses 
two vintage shows in the North 
East of England, both held in 
June. The first is the HCVS Tyne- 
Tees Run on June 5th, which ends 
with the vehicles displayed at South Shields. This 
year was the 34th run, beginning at Stockton, 
travelling through various towns, ending up at 
Bents Park, South Shields. Particularly noticeable 
this year was the low number of exhibits, but 
there was enough to keep the interest going. 

Right: The AEC Matador 4x4 ballast tractor 
was seen Last year for the first time and this 
year was being transported on one of a new 
generation of classic vehicles, the Renault 
Magnum. 




Above: This M Series ERF, XFR 675V travelled all the way from 
Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. It was new to British Salt and purchased 
by the current owners in 1990. It continued to earning its keep until 
1998. Later, the wagon was fully rebuilt and was again returned 
to work in 2013, with L & K R Thorpe, covering around 3000km per 
week. 



Above: BS 9992 is a 1929 Chevrolet which was built at the VauxhaLL 
plant in Luton. New to the run, it was entered by the Local owner 
from Chester Le Street. He bought the vehicle near to its current 
condition; the previous owner spent twelve years restoring it. 



Above: Here is a trio of wagons entered by Local owners. VXR 624 is a 1958 ScammeLL Highwayman ballast tractor which was originally a tractor 
unit working for BRS, spent time with a circus in the USA in the 1980s and was brought back to England in 1992. The Bedford OSS, SH 9421, 
was built in 1939 and was bought as a chassis only by the owner. DYS 319 is another ScammeLL ballast tractor, although a Lot older than the 
Highwayman, being built in 1945. 
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1: We are more used to seeing the Karrier BF as an ice cream van, but the chassis had many uses and some were fitted with coach bodies. 
OSK831 has a PLaxtons Venturer body and originally was used in Leeds, beginning work in 1958. 2: Staying with buses, this Albion Valiant 
was built in 1950, with bodywork by Associated Coach Builders of Sunderland. The current owners have taken 12 years to restore the Valiant, 
which has paid off, as it was awarded the best coach in class. 3 : Another vehicle which appealed to the judges was this Austin Gipsy, 924 FUW. 
The 1964 Gipsy saw service with the Auxiliary Fire Service, then was unused for many years and stored in an aircraft hangar. The Valiant’s 
owners bought it in 2007. Again the excellent renovation has paid off and the Gipsy was awarded best in class. 4 : Not seen before at the run 
was this World War II Mack EHT tractor unit. The vehicle is In a great restored condition and the owner provided an information board on the 
vehicle type, new in 1942 as a ‘Lend-Lease’vehicle for the British Army. 5 : This red Bedford HA pick-up generated a lot of interest on its first 
appearance. It has a Walker Pick-Up body, and is one of only two roadworthy examples known to exist. PHK 210R had been Languishing in a 
farm building for 30 years until the current owner bought and restored it. 6: The owner of this Bedford M type has put heart and soul into his 
display, with a roadworks scene. The wagon was built in 1949 and at some stage was exported to NewZealand.lt was brought back in 2008, 
started as restoration project, but was abandoned. The present owner Later completed the job in 2015. 



N orman Chapman also visited the 
39th Annual Steam &Vintage 
Rally was held atTynedale Park, 
Corbridge, Northumberland 
on June 11 -2th.This is a show 
for steam-propelled vehicles, farm tractors, 
agricultural machinery, cars, motor cycles and 
lorries. 


Right: Here is a Sentinel Lightweight 
Super 1465 6 ton steam wagon, which was 
built in 1916. There are not many of these 
about and the wagon was transported 
up to Corbridge from Trimdon Village, Co 
Durham. 
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1: Two ERFs around three years apart in age showing how the cab was updated with a different style of flasher lamps. NBB 609L has separate 
side lamps and GTN 742N has the side lights incorporated into the flasher lamps. Both wagons were owned by Associated Lead and NBB 
displays the original colour scheme. 

2 : If you read my report on the Brunton Airfield gathering Last year, this 1954 Austin K8 had just been painted. RSY 895 is now in the owners 
Livery, complete with BMC rosettes. 

3: This Bedford KM brought back memories of the North East VauxhaLL-Bedford main dealer Adams & Gibbon. In the good old days, 
breakdown wagons would go out on trade plates and when the KM had to be registered, it got a O plate. 

4 : This wagon harks back to the origins of Volvo’s introduction in the UK and we all know what happened next. Not far from Corbridge was 
one of the dealers who were set up to sell Volvo Lorries and give back up service in the early days. This was Tait’s of Haydon Bridge and J D 
Crawford bought the F88 from them. 

5 : On the subject of the Scandinavians, here is an early example of the other company which never Looked back in the UK. G161 NHH is one of 
the very popular 3 Series, introduced into the UK in 1987. 

6: The favourite wagon of the day was this Atkinson four wheeler in the Livery of T Mellings & Sons Ltd, Corn Millers of Tarleton, near Preston, 
in Lancashire. 
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Ridgeway Run 


This year's HCV5 Ridgeway Run, from Henley on Thames to the Buckinghamshire 



Railway Centre at Quainton, was held on June 19th. Peter Quinn and Malcolm Ranieri sent us a 


Above: This 1948 Bedford OL dropside, DUD 943, in the 
livery of Patrick Edwards, carrying a ‘Little Grey Fergie’ 
tractor as a load, Looks lovely in picturesque surroundings 
near the River Thames in Henley. (Malcolm Ranieri) 


Above: Bob Gearing, driving Robert Wells’ ex-War Department AEC Militant six- 
wheeler, now registered TYJ 905, is seen arriving at the start in Henley. (Peter Ouinn) 
Left: Also seen arriving in Henley is 1958 Bedford SB LGV 994, its Duple Vega 
‘Butterfly Grille’ coachwork finished in the Livery of Premier of Watford, the 
shining paint reflecting its surroundings, turns past the Imperial Hotel on its 
way to the start. (PO) 



Above: McGovern’s 1966 AEC Mammoth Major, PBY354D, with its bulk 
waste body, is seen on the riverfront at Henley, with the company’s 
Guy Big J4T in the background. (MR) 



Above: Also seen on the riverfront in Henley on Thames is 1938 
Bedford RYC pick-up, CWD 86, in the Livery of Burrows of Bidford-on- 
Avon, a regular on the Ridgeway Run. (MR) 
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Above: The 1953 Standard Vanguard van of John Mould, VSV 537, is 
seen being followed by the 1959 Foden eight-wheeled tipper with 
S21 cab, SNR 148, in Breedon Hill Livery, but now in the McGovern’s 
fleet. (PO) 


Above: The Lovely 1959 Thorneycroft Swiftsure JR6/HL tanker of 
Tom Mansbridge, 812 CUB, is seen here passing through Marlow. 
This vehicle was also seen on the London-Brighton Run and at the 
Basingstoke Festival of Transport. (MR) 



Above: A1961 Morris FFK140,TDO 250, with a nice sheeted load 
of sacks on its platform body, in the livery of WJ & CM Barton of 
Banbury is also seen passing through Marlow. (MR) 



Above: A1967 Bedford J5 Tipper, TAR 178E, in the livery of Charles 
Webb & Son of Watford, seen at the Buckinghamshire Railway 
Centre at Ouainton Road, in front of a 1951 Sentinel-Cammell Steam 
Railcar, part of a three-car unit built for Egyptian Railways. (MR) 



Robert Wells’ 1952 AEC 
Mammoth Major Mklll eight- 
wheeled tipper, OYA 961, 
arriving at Ouainton. (PO) 








































The Leicester Vintage Festival was held at the Abbey Pumping Station Museum, Corporation Road, 
Leicester, on 25-26th June. Len Jefferies went along and sent us pictures of some interesting vehicles 

which were there. 



Above: Registered CBC 707 in Leicester in 1938 by dealer Batchlor- 
BowLes Ltd, this Bedford WHG2 still has its working coal-fired frying 
equipment in the coachbuilt body, used for manyyears on its regular 
rounds in Worksop, rescued by coach operator John Marshall of Sutton 
on-Trent,and now in the care of Leicester Museum of Technology. 



Above: This Leyland XType tower wagon of Leicester Corporation 
Tramways has survived to be preserved by its original operator. 



I Above: Not all Austin Mini Countryman estates had the wooden trim, 
| Like DAE 137C, which Looks wonderfully original and basic. 



Above: Not many of the Commer 4x4‘Bikini Units’of the Auxiliary Fire 
Service are seen with all their original equipment Like this example at 
the Leicester event. 



Above: More vehicles in the care of the Leicester Museum of 
Technology, once displayed at the wonderful Snibston Discovery 
Museum at Coalville, now sadly closed, include this Yeates Europa- 
bodied Leyland Tiger Cub, once in the Delaine fleet, seen with the well- 
known Leicester AEC Renown six-wheeled double-decker and a Dennis 
F12 fire engine. 



Above: Another nicely-restored vehicle from the Leicester Museum of 
Technology fleet seen at the event is this Austin K2 dropside in the 
Livery of Local brewery, Hoskins. 


www.roadscene.com 


September 16 59 








































he 15th annual Kelsall Steam & 
Vintage Rally, held this year on 
June 25-26th has grown in stature 
over the years, with a very good 
turn-out of commercials, old and 
new, from near and far. There is a particularly 
strong presence from REVS, the ERF Register, 


and the Foden Society, which together fill a 
field on their own. This year, there were reputed 
to be over 200 ERFs alone. Mike Forbes, Barry 
Fenn, Andy Taylor and Keith Baldwin were all 
in Cheshire over the weekend and here are 
pictures of vehicles which caught their eye. 

Barry comments on the new vehicles the 


show brings out, the interesting mix and the 
'line-ups'. Keith says he saw a few he hadn't 
seen before, all sorts from motor-cycles to 
HGVs, there were even donkey rides for'the 
younger set', something for all the family, but 
he warns that comfortable footwear is a must, 
as it's a big site... 




The first and Last: two historic ERFs, the first CI.4 chassis no 63, MJ 
2711 and the Last vehicle built at Sun Works, Sandbach, ECU Olympic 
6x2 of Jack Richards, seen together at the REVS stand. (KB) 





Hb 


1 


Above: StiLL more than capable of a day’s work, three from the fleet of T D CotteriLL - Seaway Services (UK) Ltd - of Simonstone, Lancashire, D288 FEU, a 
1986-7 C Series, DSV468, an EC Series from the 1990s and G8 TRE, a later ECX. (MF) 


60 September 16 


www.roadscene.com 





































1: An ERF CI.4 with Gardner 4LW and stylish cab, AMR 461, dating from 1936, in preservation for many years and in the Livery of John Young of Langholm 
in Scotland. (MF) 2: One I haven’t seen before, a 1961 ERF 66G, with the Later KV cab, MYJ 743, of P S Ridgway Ltd,‘Dundee & Lancs’ (MF) 

3 : With a different style KV cab, this Perkins-powered ERF four-wheeled tipper, 695 PCV (Cornwall, 1962) is now in the Livery of Derek Horton of Walsall. 
(MF) 4 : Local operator, J Leech of Haslington, near Crewe, is a great supporter of KelsalL and other northern rallies. Here is 1937 ERF CI.4, ELT 538, seen 
Loaded with a Reliant TW9 ‘Ant’ three-wheeled tipper, also in the company’s colours. (AT) 5 : Along with a smart Line-up of 10 more modern Foden tippers 
and tractor units, Manchester company Redgate, whose Scania artic tipper we’ve seen previously on the Cheshire Road Run, had this impressive Foden 
S80 six-wheeled recovery vehicle, OHT149R, complete with Holmes 705 twin-boom wrecking gear, at Kelsall. (KB) 6: Heavy haulage company, Keogh 
of Wilmslow is mentioned in the Latest Road Haulage Archive issue on the subject. Chris Bennett once worked for Keogh and has restored its Gardner- 
powered Foden S20 six-wheeler, 786 HMA. (MF) 7 : This 1967 Foden S21 eight-wheeled recovery vehicle, LKB 635E, in the Livery of David Jones of New 
Mills, Looks ready for anything. (MF) 8: A rarity which caught Barry’s eye was this Foden PVSC6, KMA 553, with Plaxton half-cab coach body, originally in 
the fleet of Bullock of CheadLe. (BF) 


www.roadscene.com 


September 16 61 





















Above: Swains of Stretton had a Scania 141 and draw-bar trailer, 
a Commer with Livestock body, plus this Volvo F88 and Foden S20 
platform lorry, WYH 244, on display at KelsaLL (MF) 


4 



Above: Sandwiched between the West of Scotland Mack and Mammoet 
Autocar was this well-presented Ford Transit, TCT 629S, a Late example 
with the original style of‘diesel front panel’, restored as a service van 
for O & K (Orenstein & Koppel), the crane and excavator maker. (MF) 



Above: Two contrasting Seddons, a Leyland-powered 14-4, SGS 685, in a 
Scottish Livery, and TCH 615L, a Gardner-powered 32-4 tractor unit, with 
the Motor Panels cab, once a BRS vehicle, then in Ken Thomas Livery 
and now in the colours of Ambrose Wood & Sons of Bollington. (BF) 



Above: There is usually a number of current and older heavy haulage 
vehicles at KelsaLL. This impressive Mack Aerodyne, SGA 638W, has 
been restored in the Livery of its former operator, West of Scotland 
Excavations Ltd. (AT) 



I Above: This Bedford OST tipper, 669 LUG, Looks very smart, restored in 
the Livery of A & H Maw of Sheffield. (KB) 



I Above: This interesting Albion Claymore with livestock body, registered 
63 MN 502, was brought back over from Ireland for the rally. (MF) 



I Above: A comparison of the Austin and Morris versions of the‘FE’side by side, with PDM 708, the Austin 5-tonner of Local F H Walker of KelsaLL, and 236 
I HRE, the Morris of Gerald Davies of FradsweLL, Staffordshire. (MF) 
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Above: A British Road Services eight-wheeler Line-up from Barry, with Bristol HG6L,VOM 174, from Rugby depot, LAD‘Power-Plus’Octopus 2961 R, 
restored in BRS colours by the late Peter Drummond, and SUB 701, the Nield Brothers’Leyland 22.01. (BF) 

IM | J 


Above: Another of Barry’s Line-ups, featuring the 1971 Atkinson 
Defender eight-wheeled bulk tipper of Clifford Tubb of Bradford, JDJ 
578K, the 1966 ‘Black Knight’ eight-wheeled platform Lorry in the Livery 
of I Thirlwall of CarLisLe and the 1971 Borderer, CRF 925K of B J Waters, 
Darley Dale, all Gardner-powered. (BF) 


Above: A more modern vehicle in preservation is this Leyland T45 Cruiser 
sleeper-cab artic unit, D483 CLF, seen with an unusual short single-axle 
tipper trailer, in the Livery of CWSproston Lime of Frodsham, along with 
the company’s Roadrunner tipper and Bedford RL Lime spreader. (MF) 



I Above: Albion cabs compared on the Chieftains of Fagan & Whalley of Hapton, Burnley, LWF 203, and Ivor Own & Sons, Britannia Services of Wrexham, 
| SSM 110, with its wrap-around screens. (MF) 



1: An unusual vehicle in preservation is this Allen mobile crane, 5436 NF,in the Livery of J S Jones of Dyserth. (MF) 

2 : Wearing the confusing Austin-Morris badge, this Late J4 pick-up, KWP 805N, is in beautiful condition as well as being very rare. (BF) 

3 : To finish, a wonderful Line-up of just part of the extensive fleet of preserved Lorries of Local operator, G A Newsome, of Ashton, Cheshire, Bedford, 
Leyland, DAF, Volvo, Scania - the ERFs were elsewhere on the field. (MF) 
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Here is a selection of events being held during the coming month which 
we think will be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers. 


Please check d^Mswg 1 ^^adscene 
travelling lon ^'f in go od faith and canno 
publishes this listing n 9 Ranges or 


The rally season is now well under way for 2016, so we continue with our Rally Diary, covering the weekends between the publication dates of 
this and the next issue. 

If you're organising an event which would be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers, please let us know the details for future diary pages. 

Let us hope the weather is kind and everyone enjoys their days out, wherever they go. Please let us know if you particularly enjoyed an event 
- or if you were disappointed - and don't forget to take your camera and if you see anything interesting, send us a picture for our future Rally 
Scene pages... 


AUGUST 


19- 21 st August - Cornish Steam & Country Fair, Stithians 
Showground, Stithians, Cornwall TR3 7DP, 07729 816888 
e-mail: weses.enquiries@googlemail.com 
www.weses.co.uk 

20th August - Imberbus 2016, classic bus services from 
Warminster railway station to abandoned village of Imber. 
www.imberbus.wordpress.com 

20- 21 st August - Blues & Twos Weekend & Trolleydays, The 
Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft DN8 5SX, 01724 
711391 

e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

20-21 st August - Truckfest East, Norfolk Showground, 
Dereham Road, Norwich, Norfolk NR5 OTT, 01775 768661 
e-mail: info@livepromotions.co.uk 
www.livepromotions.co.uk 

20-21st August - Model Tram & Railway Exhibition, Crich 
Tramway Village, Townend, Crich, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 
5DP, 01773 854321 
e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk 
www.tramway.co.uk 

20-21 st August - Kington Vintage Show, Kington 
Recreation Ground, Mill Street, Kington, Herefordshire HR5 
3AL, 01544 230758. 

20-21 st August - Vintage & Steam Weekend, Weald & 
Downland Open Air Museum, Singleton, Chichester, West 
Sussex P0180EU, 01243 811348 
e-mail: events@wealddown.co.uk 
www.wealddown.co.uk 

20-21 st August - Lincolnshire Steam & Vintage Rally, 
Lincolnshire Showgrond, A15, North Lincoln LN2 2NA, 01507 
605937 

e-mail: info@lsvr.org 
www.lsvr.org 

20-21 st August - Deeside Steam & Vintage Show, Milton of 
Crathes, Crathes, Banchory, Aberdeenshire AB31 5QH, 07900 
233548 

e-mail: framormotors@btconnect.com 



Photographed at the Chipping Steam Fair at the end of May 
by Vic Capon, and also seen at Kelsall, was this Thames Trader 
six-wheeler, 813 FBF (Staffordshire, 1962), in the livery of 
Buxton's of Longridge. With its heavy-duty tyres, fitted with 
a platform body and rear-mounted crane, pulling a Dyson 
draw-bar trailer, it looked ready for anything. 


20-21 st August - Open Weekend, Scottish Vintage Bus 
Museum, Lathalmond, Dunfermline, Fife KY12 OSJ, 01383 
623380 

e-mail: eddie-taylor@tiscali.co.uk 
www.svbm.org.uk 

20-21 st August - Yesterday's Farming, Manor Farm, 
Puckington, near Langport, Somerset TA19 9JA, 07754 
593545 

e-mail: banks.56@btinternet.com 
www.yesterdaysfarming.co.uk 

21 st August - Great British Lorries Day, The British 
Commercial Vehicle Museum, King Street, Leyland, 

Lancashire PR25 2LE, 01772 451011 

e-mail: enquiries@britishcommercialvehiclemuseum.com 

www.britishcommecialvehiclemuseum.com 

21st August - Bus Festival, British Motor Museum, Banbury 
Road, Gaydon, Warwickshire CV35 OBJ, 01926 645029 
e-mail: events@britishmoormuseum.co.uk 
www.britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

21st August - Hampshire Road Run, starts Milestones 
Museum, Basingstoke. 

21st August - All Ford, Grampian Transport Musum, Alford, 
Aberdeenshire AB33 8AE, 01975562292 
e-mail: info@gtm.org.uk 
www.gtm.org.uk 

25- 29th August - Great Dorset Steam Fair, South Down, 
Tarrant Hinton, Blandford, Dorset DT11 8HX, 01258 860361 
e-mail: enquiries@gdsf.co.uk 

www.gdsfo.uk 

26- 28th August - Earls Barton Vintage Rally, Earls Barton, 
Northamptonshire NN6 OEP, 01933 663454 

e-mail: conroypatricia@aol.com 
www.earlsbartonrally.co.uk 

27th August - 31st Camrose Vintage Working Day, Folly 
Fields Cross, Camrose, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire SA62 
6JG, 07881 811972 

e-mail: cvwd@camrosecommunity.co.uk 
w w w.ca m roseco m m u n ity. co. u k 

27th August - Lincoln Autojumble, Hanger 1, Hemswell, 
Lincolnshire DN215TJ, 07816 291544 
e-mail: lincolnautojumble@hotmail.co.uk 
www.lincolnautojumble.com 

27- 29th August - Morval Vintage Steam Rally, Bray Farm, 
No Man's Land, near Looe, Cornwall PL131PQ, 07774 925323 
e-mail: rj,reynolds@tiscali.co.uk 
www.morval.vintage-rally.co.uk 

27-29th August - Weekend Trolleydays, The Trolleybus 
Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft DN8 5SX, 01724 711391 
e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

27-29th August - 30th Rudgwick Steam & Country Show, 
The Showground, Rudgwick, near Horsham, Surrey RH12 
3DF, 01403 791622 
e-mail: chanaburi1@aol.com 
www.rudgwicksteamshow.co.uk 

27-29th August - Military Odyssey, Kent Showground, 


Detling, near Maidstone, Kent ME14 3JF, 01268 772448 
e-mail: info@military-odyssey.com 
www.miltary-odyssey.com 

27-29th August - Blackpool, heritage trams operating for 
Bank Holiday weekend, www.blackpoolheritage.com 

27-29th August - 41st Festival of Transport, Broad Farm, 
Hellingly, Hailsham, East Sussex BN27 4DU, 01323 479200 
e-mail: mrez@aol.com 
www.ehvc.biz 

27-29th August - Working Weekend, Babworth, near 
Retford, Nottinghamshire DN22 8HB, 01777 838784 
e-mail: theshowweekend08@aol.com 
www.notts-tractor-working-weekend.webs.com 

27- 29th August - Tanks, Trucks & Firepower, Dunchurch, 
near Rugby, Warwickshire CV22 6NR, 07803 080028 
e-mail: cvrtandrew@btinternet.com 
www.tankstrucksandfirepower.co.uk 

28th August - Bus & Commercial Vehicle Rally, Colne Valley 
Railway, Castle Hedingham, Essex, 01787 461174 
www. co I n eva 11 ey ra i I way.co. u k 

28th August -Wallop Vintage Gathering, Wallop Sports 
Field, Over Wallop, Hampshire S020 8JL, 07771 639879 
e-mail: tony@gaigerbros.co.uk 
www.wallopvintagegathering.org.uk 

28th August - Open Day, Colesdale Farm, Northaw Road, 
Cuffley, Hertfordshire EN64QZ, 0208 367 1898 
e-mail: whitewebbsmuseum@aol.com 
www.whitewebbsmuseum.co.uk 

28- 29th August - Blaenavon Classic Transport Show, 
Blaenavon Heritage Railway, Blaenavon,Torfaen NP4 9SF, 
01495 792263 

e-mail: info@prbrly.co.uk 
www.prbrly.co.uk 

28-29th August - Classic Motor Show, Knebworth Park, 
Stevenage, Hertfordshire SGI 2AX, 01527 831726 
e-mail: info@geminievents.co.uk 
www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 

28-29th August - 43rd Honiton Hill Rally, Stockland Hill, 
between A30 Honiton and A35 Axminster, Devon EX149NH, 
01395 516484 

e-mail: infor@honitonhillrally.co.uk 
www.honitonhillrally.co.uk 

28-29th August - 55th Shrewsbury Steam Rally, Onslow 
Park, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY3 5EE, 01743 792731 
e-mail: info@shrewsburysteamrally.co.uk 
www.shrewsburysteamrally.co.uk 

29th August - Car Running Day, Lincolnshire Road 
Transport Museum, Whisby Road, North Hykeham, Lincoln 
LN63QT, 01522 500566 
e-mail: info@lvvs.org.uk 
www.lvvs.org.uk 

29th August - Ride a Fire Engine, Ipswich Transport 
Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP3 9JD, 01473 715666 
e-mail: enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 


64 September 16 


www.roadscene.com 







| P M\/ t ^ > oIt Phed here _| b u Len Jefferles at the Ear,s Barton Festival of Transport in early June, this 1975 Volvo F88 
LNV486P, preserved by E M Rogers of Northampton, once used on continental runs, might make the company's 
long-preserved GMK 343, a 1936 Albion SPL557A, look small, but is itself dwarfed by the new Dutch-registered 
sleeper-cab Volvo FM beside it. How times change... 


29th August - 32nd North East Bus Preservation Trust 
Seaburn Historic Vehicle Display, Seaburn Recreation Ground, 
Sea Front, www.nebpt.co.uk 


SEPTEMBER 


3-4th September - Balls Cross Steam Rally, Langhurst Hill 
Farm, Petworth, West Sussex GU28 9JW, 01420 474298 

3-4th September - Harewood House Steam Fair, 

Harewood, Leeds, West Yorkshire LS179LG, 01751 200839 
e-mail: info@outdoorshows.co.uk 
www.outdoorshows.co.uk 

3-4th September - Strumpshaw Autumn Steam Rally, 
Strumpshaw Hall, near Brundall, Norwich, Norfolk NR13 4HR, 
01508550293 

e-mail: michael.curtis@gmail.com 
www.strumpshawsteammuseum.co.uk 

3-4th September-Peterborough Classic & Vintage Vehicle 
Show, Embankment, Peterborough. 
www.peterborough.gov.uk 

3-4th September - Shackerstone Festival, Barton Lane, 
Congerstone, Leicestershire CV13 6NB, 07767 400894 
e-mail: info@shackerstonefestival.co.uk 
www.shackerstonefestival.co.uk 

3-4th September -Truckfest South East, Hop Farm, 
Maidstone Road, Paddock Wood, KentTN12 6PY, 01775 
768661 

e-mail: info@livepromotions.co.uk 
www.livepromotions.co.uk 

3-4th September - Boston Steam & Vintage Festival, 
Frampton Lane, Hubberts Bridge, Boston, Lincolnshire PE20 
2QU, 01205 760768 
e-mail: franciskew@live.co.uk 
w w w. b osto n stea m a n d vi n ta g ef est i va I. co. u k 

3-4th September- Welsh National Vintage Extravaganza, 
Pembrey Motor Racing Circuit, Carmarthenshire SA16 OHZ, 
01550 721482 

e-mail: cam@camvintage.co.uk 
www.camvintage.co.uk 

4th September - On the Buses, Bewdley Station, Severn 
Valley Railway, Worcestershire DY121BG, 01299 403816 
www.svr.co.uk 

4th September -8th Seaside Special Steam Day, Abbey 
Pumping Station Museum, Corporation Road, Leicester LE4 
5PX, 0116 299 5113 

e-mail: andrew.simpson@leicester.gov.uk 
www.abbeypumpingstation.org 

4th September - Autumn Road Run, starts Salisbury 

Livestock Market, Netherhampton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP2 

8RH, 01747 823365 

e-mail: m,bailey1950@btinternet.com 

www.thectp.org.uk 

4th September - Tetbury Classic Car Show, Dolphin Hall 
and Memorial Recreation Ground, Tetbury, Gloucestershire 
GL88DS, 01666 503952 
e-mail: calderstones@hotmail.co.uk 
www.tetburyclassiccarshow.org 

4th September - Dudley Classic Car & Transport Show, 
Himley Hall, Dudley, West Midlands DY3 4DF, 01527 831726 
e-mail: info@geminievents.co.uk 
www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 

4th September - Historic Vehicle Rally, Wentworth 
Woodhouse, Wentworth, South Yorkshire S62 7TQ, 01527 
831726 

e-mail: info@geminievents.co.uk 
www.classicmotorshows.co.uk 

4th September - Open Sunday, Bridgton Bus Garage, 
Fordneuk Street, Glasgow G40 3AH 
e-mail: info@gvvt.org 
www.gvvt.org 

4th September - Trans-Lancs Transport Show, including 
road run, Museum ofTransport, Boyle Street, Cheetham, 

www.roadscene.com 


Manchester M88UW, 0161 205 2122 
e-mail: email@gmts.co.uk 
www.gmts.co.uk 

9- 11th September - Gala Weekend, Haycrafts Lane, off 
Valley Road, A351, Harmans Cross, Swanage, Dorset BH19 
3EB, 07796 444631 

e-mail: bppcltd@btinternet.com 
ww.bppcltd.co.uk 

10- 11th September - Bicker Steam Threshing, Bicker, 
Boston, Lincolnshire PE20 3AU, 01775 820273 
e-mail: sc.dawson@virgin.net 
www.bickersteamshow.co.uk 

10-11th September - Northleach Steam & Vintage Show, 
Northleach, Gloucestershire GL54 3PJ, 07765 692758 
e-mail: info@northleachsteamshow.co.uk 
www.northleachsteamshow.co.uk 

10-11th September- Heritage Open Days, Museum of 

Transport, Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW, 

0161 205 2122 

e-mail: email@gmts.co.uk 

www.gmts.co.uk 

10-11th September- Coppice Steam & Working Trucks 
Show, Cossall Road, Trowell, Nottinghamshire NG9 3PG, 0115 
8498840 

www.coppice-steam.wix.com/coppice-steam 

10-11th September -43rd Haddenham Steam Rally, 
A1241 Station Road, Haddenham, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB6 
3 PT, 07741 019848 

e-mail: info@haddenhamsteamrally.co.uk 
www.haddenhamsteamrally.co.uk 

10-11th September - Essex Country Show, Barleylands 
Farm Park & Craft Village, Barleylands Road, Billericay, Essex 
CM112UD, 01268 290228 
e-mail: info@essexcountryshow.co.uk 
www.essexcountryshow.co.uk 

10-11th September- MalpasYesteryear Rally, Hampton, 
Malpas, Cheshire SY148JN, 01978 780749 
e-mail: billevans8320@btinternet.com 
www.malpas-yeateryear-rally.co.uk 

10-11th September - Hunton Steam Gathering, Hunton, 
Bedale, North Yorkshire DL81QF, 01609 748878 
e-mail: cressingtemple@yahoo.co.uk 
www.huntonsteamgathering.co.uk 

10-11th September - Transport Gala and 'Behind the 
Scenes' South Devon Railway, Buckfastleigh Station, Devon 


TQ110DZ, 01364 644370 

e-mail: trains@southdevonrailway.org 

www.southdevonrailway.org 

10-11 th September - Lanlivery Vintage Rally & Country 
Fair, Nomansland, nearSweetshouse, Lostwithiel, Cornwall 
PL305AW, 01208 872921 
e-mail: lanliveryvintagerally@hotmail.co.uk 
www.lanliveryvintagerally.co.uk 

10-11th September - Laughton Show, Laughton 
Showground, Laughton, East Sussex BN8 6BN, 01323 811264 
e-mail: laughtonshowground@gmail.com 
www.heritagefield.co.uk 

11th September - Kent Classic Car Show, Aylesford Priory, 
Aylesford, Kent ME20 7BX, 01732 840787 
e-mail:kentsdassiccarshow@hotmail.co.uk 
www.kentsclassiccarshow.co.uk 

11 th September - Otley Vintage Transport Extravaganza, 
Knotford Nook, Pool Road, Otley, Yorkshire LS21,01943 
463467 

e-mail: nigelfrancis@btinternet.com 
www.ovte.co.uk 

11th September - Speech House Vintage Show, The 
Speech House Hotel, Coleford, Gloucestershire GL16 7EL, 
07769785902 

e-mail:mark.harris101@tiscali.co.uk 

www.fvvmc.co.uk 

11th September - Ploughinh Match & Rally, Bickerstaffe, 
A570 Rainford By-pass, St Helens, Lancashire L39 OHJ, 01772 
616850 

e-mail: sheila-taylor2011@hotmail.co.uk 

11th September - Farming Yesteryear, Scone Palace, Perth 

PH26BD, 01738 850582 

www.svtec.org 

11th September - South Yorkshire Transport Rally, South 

Yorkshire Transport Museum, Aldwarke, Rotherham S65 3SH, 

07950327237 

e-mail: rally@sytm.co.uk 

w w w.sytm .co. u k/htm l/ra I ly. htm I 

11th September - Classic Vehicle Day, Gloucestershire 
Warwickshire Steam Railway, Toddington Station, 
Gloucestershire GL54 5DT, 01242 621405 
e-mail: info@gwsr.com 
www.gwsr.com 
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• Over lOO 
stunning trucks 

• Club displays 

• Large autojumble 
and trade area 




For more information and ticket booking 


visit www.truckinglive.co.uk 
or call 01406 373421 


in association with: 


CLASSIC a Vintage 
COMMERCIALS 


EK E!M. 


TRUCKING 


Vehicle Display, Trade and Jumble: Call 01406 373421 or 
Email truckshows@kelsey.co.uk 

Book online at www.truckinglive.co.uk. Tickets on the gate £10. FREE entry for children aged 15 and under when accompanied 
by a paying adult. All attractions subject to change. Advance bookings close 12 noon (GMT) Friday 28th October 2016. 
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LIFE ON THE ROAD-PART 5 

Every time I sit down to write my next instalment 
of life on the Road; I find myself having to 
thank another reader for their contribution in 
a previous issue. This month, my thanks go to' 
Stuart Spandler'for his excellent coverage of 
'East Yorkshire Motor Services; our local bus 
company, in issue 200 for July. 

This surely is not a bad thing, as it just goes to 
show how popular and wide-reaching 'Vintage 
Roadscene'really is. Long may it last. Incidently, 
the two AEC Regents, VKH 49 and VKH 50, were 
the two buses that I most travelled on to South 
Hunsley County Secondary School at Melton, 
over 50 years ago. Amazing memories! 

Now back to this months offering. Previously, 
in Issue 201 for August, I revealed that I accepted 
a challenge to take on caravan transport.This 
took me to remote places I never knew existed, 
let alone find a caravan site there. After two 
years I decided to return to road haulage. 

Towards the late 1970s, manufacturers were 
refusing to hand over the keys of caravans to the 
drivers which allowed us to sleep in the caravans 
on a night out from home. What they thought 
we would get up to, other than a good night's 
sleep I don't know, but I do remember one driver 
throwing his 30th Birthday party in a new static 
van, while it was still on board his transporter, 
just outside Forfar. We had a good laugh, even 
if it did mean a 6 ft drop to the ground, after 
midnight with a skin-full of ale. 

The other reason for my departure was the 
forthcoming introduction of 12 ft wide static 
caravans and holiday homes, which required a 
second person to be present by law. Even the 
introduction of sleeper cabs could not tempt me 
to stay. It's one thing to have a driver's mate but 
quite another to have them sleep in the same 
cab with you. Some drivers were lucky, being 
able to take their wives or girlfriends with them 
who, at the time, could qualify as driver's mate, 
but I had a young family, so my wife was unable 
to accompany me. 

I rang'E Brown and Sons'of Beverley, and was 
asked to call round that same afternoon. After 
a quick interview and run- down of what the 
job involved, I was ready to start the following 
morning. My first motor was a Atkinson with a 
180 Gardner, pulling a 40ft flatbed trailer, loaded 
with shock absorbers bound for the Rootes/ 
Chrysler plant at Linwood in Scotland, famous 
for the much-loved Hillman Imp. Browns never 
required anyone to start before 6.00 am, so it 
was a steady drive up to Linwood for 13.00 pm, 
stopping off at Scotch Corner for breakfast. 

Off-loading was very quick, for a car plant 
that is, the hardest part having to remove 
the sheets that would always snag on top of 
the steel crates carrying the shock absorbers. 
Once tipped, it was round to the pallet park to 

v____ 


reload empty crates; returning to Blackwood 
Cafe, Lesmahagow, for a cracking dinner and 
overnight stay. The return journey involved 
running into Armstrong's Factory at York, 
for a change-over to a loaded trailer, to take 
back to Beverley, usually for the night trunk to 
Dagenham, then hitching up to your own pre- 
loaded trailer, which could be for Linwood again. 

When I first started at Browns, every motor 
was in yellow with just one word on the doors, 
'Armstrong! this being the livery of Armstrong's 
of Beverley, and York. Amazingly, it was six 
months before I learnt that the two sons that ran 
the company, Ray and Mick, were not brothers 
at all, but in fact cousins, their fathers, George 
and David being the'Sons'(still alive at the time) 
of the E Brown title. 

Prior to the lucrative Armstrong contract, all 
Browns motors were in dark green with the well- 
recognised elephant's head and trunk on the 
cab roof just above the windscreen and, from 
what I could gather, the trunk represented the 
London night trunk, and the Elephant and Castle 
the base from where David Brown controlled the 
organising, tipping and loading of the motors. 
Information was always a bit sketchy, so I stand 
corrected on the finer detail, if anyone knows 
any different. 

At my time of starting at Browns, the company 
had just 18 motors, with a great mixture of 
Atkinson, Seddon Atkinson, Guy Big J, ERF, Ford 
D Series and Dodge. Within seven months, a 
vacancy for a permanent night trunk driver was 
pinned on the notice board. I hastily applied, 
as a way of seeing more of my family and, after 
a wait of one week, my name was picked out 
of the hat. I lost my'old'Atki and upgraded to a 
new Seddon Atkinson, registration RAT 585R. 

My wife thought it hilarious and nicknamed me 
'Road Rat'. 

My routine was a 6.00 pm start on a Monday 
evening, York changeover, en route to Fords of 
Halewood, tip and load for the same route back, 
then fill up with derv for the local shunter, finish 
at 4.00 am. Five trips a week. Sadly, after five 
years, the job came to an end, when Armstrong's 
and Ford alike started big cut-backs, taking on 
one man outfits to move their products. Large 
hauliers could not compete with their rates. 

It was at this stage that Roy (Brown) asked 
me if I could stay on nights, as he still had the 
contract with BL (British Leyland) at Cowley, 
Oxford. I told him it would be impossible to 
complete the round trip legally but said if I was 
to start work on a Sunday night and sleep over 
each day on BL's Lorry park, I could trunk to 
York, back to Cowley and tip and load legally 
each night returning home Friday teatime. I told 
Roy I would need a decent motor to do the job 
and looked across the yard at a solitary Ford 
Transcontinental, just introduced to the fleet. 


Roy told me that if I could supply BL at Cowley 
with five loads per week without running 
bent, then I could have it. They say that dreams 
do come true. Well, this was my ultimate 
driving machine, quiet as a Rolls inside, walk¬ 
through floor, a luxury bed to sleep in and that 
awesome Cummins engine. I was now still on 
night trunk, but being paid five nights out per 
week as well. I saw my kids grow up while I 
was on the Halewood trunk. During my time 
on nights, the Brown's fleet expanded from 18 
to some 40 trucks and drivers, all delivering 
on contract Armstrong shock absorbers to 
Northern Ireland, the Isle of Wight and every 
city in the UK where Armstrong's had some 50 
shops selling car parts. 

However, by the mid-1980s, large cracks 
started to appear in the contract and I had 
also noticed the old original green livery and 
elephant and trunk returning on new trucks. 

We the drivers each received a letter, stating 
that at least two drivers a week would be laid 
off, until the fleet dropped back to its original 
18 drivers. 

I was one of the lucky ones and was spared 
by a thread and carried on regardless, as I did 
at the start, and even Armstrong's themselves 
were taken over by Monroe, a well-known 
shock absorber company. I was later moved 
onto day work, doing long distance container 
work, driving a brand new ERF three-axle twin- 
steer, and having to accept all the crap one is 
given outside of a contract. 

E. Brown and Sons was a great family 
company to work for. I think they had the 
biggest number of curtain-siders in the area 
all built in-house by the company's own 
craftsmen.They also constructed their own 40 
ft container skeleton trailers, known as'skelly' 
trailers. Unfortunately it wasn't enough, as 
lucrative contracts were hard to come by, and 
spot hire so unreliable. 

In 19871 handed in my notice and felt quite 
guilty at the time, being taken on by'Russell 
Davies; a Felixstowe company, also running 
out of Hull. Looking back, I had no regrets as, 
a few years later Browns of Beverley closed its 
doors for the final time and, by all accounts, 
did very well thanks to the sale of many 
acres of building land, which now houses a 
Morrisons Superstore and a modern housing 
estate. A sad end to a true family company 
whose trucks adorned the roads of Britain for 
many years. As for me, I remained at Russell 
Davies for 23 years, albeit taken over first by 
'Securicor Omega'then by'DHL In that time I 
got to drive eight new motors, carried goods 
for five different contracts, and was based at six 
different depots. I retired at the age of 66 from 
a wonderful life on the road. There's more to 
follow... Brian Featherstone, Hull 
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THOSE PRE-WAR YANKS 

It's great to see that Councillor Christie 
agreed to allow that unique photo at 
Bideford to reach a wider audience, well 
done all round. 

Taking up the theme of pre-war American 
cars 'over here', they were a common sight 
back in the 1950s; their sudden decline was 
down to a number of factors. Firstly, the 
stock car'craze'which wiped out countless 
numbers, including most of the Ford V8 
coupes and rarities, which included at least 
one Auburn. 

Then there was the 'Suez Crisis' of 1956 
with rationing and price hikes plus, of course, 
the 'Ten Year Test' - now known as the MOT. 
Despite all of these factors, I did manage 
to photograph a fair number with my first 
very basic camera in the period 1961-66. 

I am attaching two which feature a bit of 
'commercial interest'. 

Taken exactly 50 years ago, in July 1966, 
at Harmers scrapyard on the A20 south of 
Wrotham, the first shows a 1939 Lincoln 
Zephyr VI2 sedan, behind can be glimpsed 
a Morris Commercial CV ambulance and 
a Series Z van.The yard was run by an 
octogenarian, pre-war cars and vans were 
scattered in an orchard under fruit trees, 
gradually submiting to nature! I am almost 
certain the Lincoln was a mid-green, like the 


one on the brochure found on eBay. Whether 
anyone saved this from destruction I have no 
idea. 

The second picture was taken in 1963 
in Mayplace Road Bexleyheath. The yard 
belonged to'Rices', who made cast concrete 
walling etc, including a lovely'Art Deco'- 
styled product called 'Curvecrete'.Their 
Bedford OL is being loaded behind the still 
immaculate 1935 Ford Model 48'Fordor', 
with a Wiltshire plate, which had just been 


washed. Strictly speaking, of course, this car 
would have been assembled at Dagenham. 
The front of the yard was used for second¬ 
hand car sales, where a 100E Ford Escort and 
saloon can be seen along with the front of an 
Ariel Arrow bike. I was told many years later 
that this lovely old Ford was nevertheless 
scrapped, soon after this photo was taken. 

A great issue again Mike, with something 
for everyone. 

Allan Bedford, Crediton 



LORRIES ON TRAILERS ANDTHE FUTURE 

I am glad the issue of vehicles being left on trailers at shows has 
caused a few talking points. From my own personal point of view, 

I would rather not have the vehicles attend if they are going to 
be left on the trailers, even if they are interesting lorries - other 
than maybe something being shown before restoration. If any 
exhibitors said that they wouldn't attend again if they had to 
off-load the lorries, then I would be prepared to do without them, 
disappointed though I would be. I don't want to see lorries left 
on the back of trailers any more than a lot of the enthusiasts who 
come to the shows, and I'm happy for you to quote me along 
those lines. 

On a different point, I have been thinking about this subject 
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for quite a while now and Malcolm touched on it in his Gaydon 
article. What are we going to do with all our old lorries in 30 
years time? There are not the youngsters coming through who 
appreciate the pre-1970s lorries and the owners are getting older. 
It really needs a coming together of some of the big players in 
the industry, to set up some sort of permanent self-financing 
museum, but who would put up the initial investment and 
who would run it. If I win the Euro-millions then no problem. I 
would happily find a piece of land and finance a CV museum 
but, realistically, I don't think I will be a big winner. What do you 
and other readers think? All that history needs to be gathered 
together now, while there are people still interested in it. 

Tom Caren, Show Manager, British Motor Museum 
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Retro Truck Show 


10 & 11* September 


A two day show featuring 
a display of modern classic 
trucks manufactured between 
1960 & 2000. 




ENGLAND SCOTLAND 1 
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Buy discounted tickets & 
camping pitches online 

or call 01926 645033 
Mon-Fri 10-4pm 

admin fee applies. 

*Gift Aid tickets and other promotional 
vouchers are NOT valid on 11 September. 


GET SOCIAL. 


britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

J12 M40 . Gaydon . Warwickshire . CV35 OBJ 


BRITISH 
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— « MUSEUM 


To 

Advertise in 
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RoadscenE 

Call The 
Talk Media 
Sales On 
01732 
445325 


“No two lorries are the 
same, that’s why you need 
a specialist to arrange your 
insurance cover” 

Eddie Johnson, HGV and Classic Lorry Insurance Specialist 



The Classic Lorry Insurance Specialist 

www.classiclorries.co.uk 
or call 0161 410 1065 


Classic Lorries is a trading style of ISIS insurance. ISIS Insurance 
Service Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial 
conduct Authority. Our firm number is 314533. 
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OLD BOILERS 

I'm writing regarding the interesting 
pictures on page 72 in the'Scene and 
Heard'section of the July 2016 issue 
of'Vintage Roadscene'from Harry 
Coughlan, who I think is actually from 
Rayleigh, not'Raleigh', in Essex (you're 
right, a slip of the finger on the keyboard, 
sorry - Ed). 

The boiler in the picture certainly 
appears to have'Oldbury'stencilled on 
it, but neither the Shropshire village near 
Bridgnorth nor the Warwickshire village 
near Atherstone are known for boiler 
work, or indeed any heavy industry. Much 

v____ 


more likely is that the works shown was 
at Oldbury in Worcestershire, not far from 
Dudley, and helpfully the home of Tube 
Products Ltd, because that area was well- 
known for boiler-making, and some still 
goes on there, including the riveted one 
being built for the P2 Steam Locomotive 
Company's 2-8-2 Gresley machine 
currently being constructed. 

David Williams, Stamford 

Thanks for the additional information 
David, I'm sure you're right We have 
to make assumptions sometimes and 
occasionally go astray. 


MOREONBULLENS 

Regarding your article on page 72, of the 
200th issue, by Harry Coughlan, I also 
worked for Bullens Removal of Hornsey 
Road. I started there in 1961 and finished 
in 1997.1 was very interested in his story, 
and we too often found things such as 


truck magazines and, for example, I moved 
Leyland's office's in London and found lots 
of brochures, books and magazines which 
I still have today. Here are a few pictures, 
perhaps you would like your readers to see. 

Ned Beecroft, via e-mail, courtesy Lucy 

Eadon. 



200 NOT OUT 

May I first of all offer my congratulations 
on achieving the milestone of 200 
issues. 

I have been a subscriber for a number 
of years, and fondly remember the late 
and much-missed Alan Earnshaw, with 
his unique combination of erudition 
and warm and gently humorous writing 
style. I am glad to say you have carried 
on in the same tradition, and Alan would 
undoubtedly be happy to know that the 
foundations he laid have been so well 
built-upon. 

In my opinion, you have the balance of 
editorial content exactly right. Please do 
not change a thing, but might I suggest 
that from time to time you dip into the 
archive for items to re-print, possibly 
where there is a connection to current 
material. I am sure that I am not alone 
in having had my appetite whetted by 
the tantalising glimpses of bygone gems 
contained in the July issue. 

Once again, thank you for the great 
pleasure your magazine gives me, and 
here's looking forward to the next 200! 

Brian Connolly, Craigavon 

Thanks for your kind words, I'm glad 
you enjoy the magazine. What do other 
readers think about repeating the 
occasional article from the past - a sort of 
'double dose' of nostalgia, which is what 
we're all about, isn't it? 


MORE ON DAKINS 
REMOVALS (1) 

I read the letter concerning 'Dakins 
Removals'in Vintage Roadscene. I 
remember reading in the'Nottingham 
Evening Post'that Gordon Dakin died of 
a heart attack around 63 years of age. The 
business went to J Stirland Ltd, of Lenton. 

I was told that this company let the 
removals side go to W H Short Ltd, of 
Newthorpe, as it wasn't in their line, but I 
can't swear to this. 

I had a friend who worked for a 
removals man named Winston Cook, 
and he told me Mr Cook bought the 
bonneted Seddon in the photograph. 

I can remember seeing it, repainted 
grey, parked off the Mansfield Road, in 
Sherwood, Nottingham. 

I worked for J Stirland Ltd from 
December 1973 to July 1975, on 'Boots' 
trunking work, being one of the last two 
men on the day shift. I started at 1.00 pm 
each day and the wagons I got to drive 
were what the other drivers didn't want. I 
used to find out why... 

David Willicombe, Nottingham 
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MORE ON DAKINS 
REMOVALS (2) 

Firstly, thanks for another great issue. 

Please could you forward this to David 
Watts of Nottingham (it's in the post - Ed) 
who sent in the excellent letter concerning 
'Dakins' I remember the company well, 
even though I moved down to the'smoke' 
in the early 1960s. A soon as I saw the great 
photos, it was like yesterday. 

I never knew they had long-nosed 
(normal control) Seddons. I've driven the 
Mk 5s and big units. It was good to read 
the letter - was that war memorial by 
Trent Bridge? Between Wilford and Penny 
Bridge, we used to call it the Arboretum 
(incorrectly). I was born in Woodward 
Street, Meadows (cobbles), near the 
trolleybus depot. Turners Leather Mill - 
probably now flats - on the river. Watts is a 


MORE ON EARLE'S CEMENT 

With reference to my letter and 
photgraphs in issue 199 of Vintage 
Roadscene, I have found some notes I 
made during my chat with Mr Peak, the 
retired transport manager I mentioned. He 
believed the relationship between Earle's 
and Portasilo was, as he put it, "someone 
high up at Portasilo knew someone high 
up at Earle's..." I suppose it was often the 
case. 

The tanks off the withdrawn fleet no 468 
were fitted to a new S21 -cabbed Foden 
eight-wheeler, fleet no 3003, at Portasilo's 
factory. As I mentioned, a number of 
Guy eight-wheelers were also fitted with 
Portasilo tanks. Mr Peak had a very poor 
opinion of the Guys. His words were: "Each 
tank had only four fixing points. All the 
weight of each tank was fixed to a very 
small area of chassis. With the Fodens, 
this was not a problem, they were superb 
chassis, very strong. The Guys, however, 
were not man enough for the job. Their 
chassis cracked where the tanks were 
fitted, It was always a problem." 

Mr Peak also confirmed something 
which I had heard my father mention, 
even though I was probably not supposed 
to, concerning Leyland Comets. Earle's had 
a good number of both bonneted and 
LAD-cabbed Comets operating out of the 
Melton works. One or two drivers were so 
'light-footed' on the accelerator that, as Mr 
Peak related, the engines'soon coked up'. 

The answer was simple. Give the affected 
Comet to one of the Foden 'two-stroke' 
drivers for a week or two. "Your father and 
George Johnson, the other two-stroke 
driver, did not know the meaning of light- 


very well-known name in that area. 

As for Harrods Depository on the 
Thames at Barnes, yes, it was called the 
Pantechnicon. There is also a firm with that 
name, as well as being a generic term for a 
type of vehicle. I thinkthe Harrods building, 
by the Barnes Wetlands Sanctuary for 
wildlife, has been converted to luxury flats 
in the last couple of years. 

I was also a 'pony boy', made up to miner, 
digging the Victoria Line for Mr Marples - 
Marples Ridgway - what a difference to get 
above ground onto the open road.Then I 
went back to underpinning and working on 
the river! 

Tom Brown, Mitcham 

Some interesting information there Tom , 
which I though we ought to share with all the 
readers. 


footed. They soon cleared the engine out!" 

I doubt that method was in any Leyland 
workshop manual... 

One other story related by Mr Peak 
concerned the popular and well-known 
Woddside Cafe at Rawcliffe, to the west of 
Goole. It was highly regarded both for its 
cleanliness and good food by the Earle's 
drivers. Mr Peak told me that if he needed 
to get a message to one of his drivers, 
he only had to ring the cafe. It would, by 
means he said he never really understood, 
almost always get to the driver concerned. 

He also said that the Earle's drivers also 
had their own area in the cafe. With a little 
irony, he said he called it the 'Earle's Room'. 

Finally, the photograph in issue 199, 
from the Stilltime archive, of the Thames 
Trader of Portasilo and the Earle's Foden. 

The Earle's driver on top of the Foden 
tank was one George Walker, who was 
a near neighbour of ours. He drove that 
particular Foden, which I believe was 
the only one of its type at Melton, from 
the time it arrived there. It was easily 
recognisable because of its Blue Circle- 
style cab. Sadly, Mr Walker passed away 
not all that long after the picture was 
taken. 

If I may, I shall attempt to write about my 
mis-spent youth and education, because 
of lorry-watching at South Hunsley School 
(1958-63), a great five years alongside the 
A63 - although it could take that long to 
remember it all! 

John Wheeler, Swanland 

I'm sure we're all already looking forward 
to reading your memories of what passed 
you on theA63 in those days... 

___ J 


HALL & CO 
REGISTRATIONS 

In my letter in Scene & Heard about 
the Hall & Co Guys, I forgot to point 
out that MLD and MLK are London 
registrations. In 1968, on the RMC 
takeover, all the vehicles had London 
registrations. However, later the Halls 
Aggregates vehicles went back to Surrey 
registrations. I hope that clears any 
confusion. 

Alan Biggs, Enfield 


TILCON AND MATBRO 
DETAILS 

I refer to the Tippers On Site'article in 
Issue 200 of Vintage Roadscene, and 
the twoTilcon tippers on page 18. In 
1948, bus operator Thomas Tilling was 
nationalised by the Labour Government, 
and handed over to the British Transport 
Commission. Despite being nationalised, 
the company was still known as the 
Tilling Group. Thomas Tilling was 
compensated for the loss of its business, 
and became an investment company, 
which bought a number of companies 
in diverse sectors. Cornhill Insurance 
in the City of London was one of their 
acquisitions. 

Other companies, such as Sam 
Longson Haulage of Derbyshire, also 
came into the Thomas Tilling portfolio. 
Three other companies bought by 
Tilling were merged to form Tilling 
Construction, which became known as 
Tilcon.Tilcon supplied sand and ballast, 
ready mixed concrete and so on. I 
believe Tilcon was later sold to American 
owners. 

Devon Delights was a good article, 
there are two photos of a Matbro fork¬ 
lift on pages 40 and 41.1 haven't seen 
a Matbro fork-lift in a magazine article 
before. The Matbro factory was located 
on the Balcombe Road in Horley, Surrey. 

I have driven past it many times over the 
years. Matbro was short for Matthews 
Brothers. The company produced 
loading equipment for industry and 
agriculture, and was the inventor of the 
articulated pivot steering chassis, which 
is now used by other makers. I believe 
Matbro closed in 2003, after more than 
50 years of trading. 

H Daulby, Croydon 

As always , thank you for the additional 
information. 
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BUS AND POLICE CAR 
MEMORIES 

The West Yorkshire PTE Leyland Leopard 
illustrated at the bottom right of page 62 
in Vintage Roadscene issue 198 appeared 
at the Ribble Vehicle Preservation Trust 
running day at Morcambe at the end of 
May, and I noticed that the semi-automatic 
gearchange was not the same type or in 
the usual position for a Leopard, but was 
attached to the left of the steering column. 

Having seen the machine previously, 

I had wondered about this, and one of 
the owners was good enough to tell me 
that this particular gearchange control 
had come from an Atlantean. Thanks 
to the young man concerned for that, 
and thanks also to Mr Brook of Preston 
for the information he supplied on his 
Westmorland fire applinace in the same 
issue. 

Thanks as well to Ken Wilson of Garstang 
for his informative piece on Lancaster City 
buses in Vintage Roadscene issue 199. It 
made a nice change to see Damside Street 
bus station without any Ribble presence. 

It seems that all new'Utility' buses came 
with painted radiators (black or grey), not 
just Daimlers (page 67, issue 199) and 
Ken's piece shows one such Guy. Even the 
re-bodied version on page 33 is still black 
at the front, whereas at least one of Ribble's 
slightly-modernised Utility Guys was taken 
off the road in the mid-1950s, sporting an 
unpainted Guy radiator. 


Painted radiators seem to have been 
supplied to Ribble until almost the end 
of the 1940s, both red and cream, and 
seemed to remain in service until the late 
1950s. I know of two preserved Lancaster 
Corporation machines, one a half-cab 
double-decker based, I think, somewhere 
down south, and the other a half-cab single¬ 
decker, which I last saw in the transport 
museum at St Helens. Are there any more? 
Lancaster's buses, as described by Ken, 
disappeared in the early 1970s, when 
they were combined with the fleet of the 
neighbouring Morcambe and Heysham 
Coporation, the combined fleet succumbing 
to Stagecoach in the early 1990s. 

'Tailscene'in Vintage Roadscene issue 
200 evokes many memories, especially the 
whole of paragraph three. The Ford Cortina 
Mk2 (with side markings and roof-top 
box) was a wonderful motor to drive, and 
the police versions did have GT badges on 
the rear wings. The acceleration, braking 
and weight distribution were all absolutely 
spot-on. Roadholding was impeccable, 
whether on the A6 over Shap Fell - no 
M6 in Westmorland until 1970, except the 
southern end of the Penrith by-pass from 
1968 - or on Lake district passes, such as 
Hardknott. 

These cars did about 1,000 miles a 
week and were sold at three years of age. 
They replaced the horribly-cumbersome 
Ford Zephyr Mk IV, which was a big step 
backwards from the Zephyr Mk III we had 


previously. On the pass mentioned, there 
were places where the Mk IV only allowed 
the driver a forward view of bonnet and sky, 
whereas the Cortina driver never lost sight 
of the road ahead. 

The only draw-back I can recall affected 
those of us who were police motor-cyclists 
too, in that we occasionally had to change 
steed during a shift. If we moved from bike 
to car, we then had to drive in calf-length 
hob-nailed boots, and the Cortina's pedals 
were positioned just a little too close 
together for comfort. Those on the BSA 
650s we rode were set ideally, and I must 
confess I preferred two wheels to four. 

The centre column of page 5 in issue 201 
mentions the'Scout'PD2. When she was 
first preserved about 40 years ago, she 
was owned by a chap who drove buses for 
Cumberland Motor Services, who I knew 
(Gerry Walker of Wigton), and he rallied her 
in Rawtenstall livery. According to the July 
2016 'Bus & Coach Preservation', in 1982 
she became the property of Rossendale 
Tranport (Haslingden and Rawtenstall 
Corporations combined) which now 
glorifies in the name 'Ross', and later she 
worked for, among others, Black Prince of 
Morley, Leeds. I hope that your 25 shots 
of Harrington bodies (page 51) contains 
at least one Ribble group Cavalier, like 
the EYMS Tiger Cub (page 53) but with 
red replacing blue. These Ribble group 
Leopards looked absolutely stunning. 

Alan Wilson, Kendal 



Fleres preserved Ribble PCK618,a 1961 Leyland Leopard LT2,with Harrington Cavalier 
coachwork, seen in a ‘50 Years Since Harrington Closed’ Line-up, at the South-east Bus 
Festival in April, between AEC Reliance/Grenadier, 900 SAF of Camden Coaches and 
Southdown Cavalier, 2722 CD - making a splendid sight. 
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RARITIES REVEALED 
A SNOW-TRAC IN 
THE NORTH-EAST 

MORE ON: 
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* Circumstances might cause the planned contents to change 
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ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

1940s onwards - professionally printed from &0p inc P&F. 
Free digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50,000 photos at 

www.na3t.org/road 

On dine or mail order 

SAE NA3T(VR), 14 Gannon Road. Worthing, BN 11 2DT 
eMail. Infc@na3t.org Phone Sob 01^03 233167 
Land, sea or air negative collections purchased 


Classic Vehicle 
Speedometer Repair 

Magnetic and Governor 

www.magnetic-speedometer-repair.com 
mjpflannery@hotmail.com 
Mike Flannery 
01594 861095 


TO ADVERTISE IN 

D VINTAGE 17 

Koadscenil 

www.roadscene.com 

PLEASE CALL THE TALK MEDIA 
SALES TEAM ON 01732 445325 


BUS/RAILWAY 
COLLECTORS FAIR 


PUDSEY CIVIC HALL, LEEDS 

SATURDAY 
29th OCTOBER 2016 

up to 100 stalls 10am to 4pm 

Admission £1 


Enquiries to Barry Rennison 
0113 236 3695 

Email: rennison@cc-email.co.uk 
www.samuelledgardsociety.org .uk 


cmssic spams 

Brake and clutch hydraulic spares for post 
7 935 classic and vintage buses, coaches and 
commercials. Kits for master cylinders, wheel 
cylinders and slave cylinders. 

New and recon cylinders. 

Brake hoses from stock or made to pattern. 
Cylinder resleeving service and one off 
manufacture available. 

Contact: Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares, 

The Forge, Fore Street, Kenton, Devon EX6 8LF. 
Phone/Fax: 01626 891645 
email: iandDclassic-parts.co.uk 
www.classic-parts.co.uk 


CPA Services 

Vintage & Classic Radiator Restoration for the 
Commercial Vehicle, Bus & Coach Enthusiast 

Quality radiator restoration and 
repair service. 

For prompt personal service and 
advice please contact Jess Dilley. 

We also offer specialist turbo 
charger, air brake, oil cooking and 
water pump repairs. 


Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park 
Industrial Estate, Grantham NG31 9SE 
Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714 152 394 
Fax: (01476) 579 636 
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H ere are a couple of pictures 

which tell a story. Keith Roberts, 
who has written several articles 
on electric delivery vehicles for 
us over the years, has sent us 
some interesting pictures from his collection, 
including these Dunlopillo vans. Keith 
worked for fork-lift manufacturer Lansing 
Bagnall for over eight years and Dunlopillo 
was one of his customers. The name will be 
familiar to anyone over a certain age and the 
company's claim to fame was that it made 
'the original latex foam' mattresses and 
cushions. 

The picture of the six vehicles in the 
company's livery was taken outside the 
Dunlopillo factory in Hirwaun, near Aberdare 
in South Wales, Keith thinks in the late 1950s. 
Right to left, all with their drivers smartly 


attired, even wearing peaked caps - those 
were the days - we can see an Austin 'Three- 
way'van, although it looks to have been built 
without the side doors, KVP 498 (Birmingham, 
1950), then four box vans, three of which 
are on Commer Superpoise normal control 
chassis, OVP 890,891 and 892 (Birmingham, 

1954, reserved for commercial vehicles) and 
one on an Austin K2 (judging by the six-stud 
wheels)'Loadstar', NOG 809 (Birmingham, 

1953, another series for commercials) and 
lastly a Dennis Pax pantechnicon, RVP 896 
(Birmingham, 1955, commercials again). 

The registrations suggest the vans were 
registered at the company headquarters 
at Fort Dunlop, which still looms over the 
M6 where it passes Birmingham, and also 
a changing loyalty to chassis supplier, from 
Austin, to Commer and to Dennis over just a 


few years. A Scammell Mechanical Horse can 
just be glimpsed to the left of the Dennis, with 
no driver's door visible, contrasting with the 
immaculate company delivery vehicles, which 
are all comparatively lightweight chassis, with 
high volume bodies, the payload being bulky 
rather than particularly heavy. 

The second of Keith's pictures shows a 
different scene in a number of ways. The 
Dunlopillo vehicle here is a Morris-Commercial 
LC3 chassis with single rear wheels, fitted with 
coachbuilt integral bodywork, again quite 
large for the type of vehicle. 

Registered HYE 655 (London, 1946-8, 
another series reserved for commercials) the 
van is finished in Dunlopillo livery, but is also 
signwritten near the driver's door with the 
wording'Royal Mint & General Road Transport, 
with an address in London EC2, under a 
company name so stylised it is illegible - not 
very clever! The'A'licence in the windscreen 
bears out the fact that this is a contract 
vehicle, contrasting with the'own account' 
in-house 'C' licence fleet seen a few years later 
in Wales. 

The Morris was pictured in the early post-war 
years in a typical 'bombsite'car park of the 
time, when quite new. Also seen parked there 
are the rear of a Morris 10, Hillman, possibly 
a Ford Prefect and other cars, with to the 
right, a Ford E83W van,TMG 818 (Middlesex, 

1948-9, commercials) and the rear of another 
signwritten van, registered HYE 701, another 
of the same company's cotract vehicles? 

All in all, two quite fascinating snap-shots 
of different aspects of the early post-war 
transport scene. 
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